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Pastor Tim Doty
January is the month of hope. For some reason, we have come to
associate the changing of the year with changing ourselves. Many of
us make New Year resolutions. We look at ourselves in the mirror and
resolve to lose some pounds; we get the results of a cholesterol test and
resolve to eat more wisely and exercise; we look at our December gas
bill and resolve to keep the thermostat lower and wear a sweater; we
look at our bookshelf and resolve to buy less and read more. Resolve
makes us feel virtuous and strong. But usually, at least in my experience, by February we have lapsed and feel bad about it. By March we
have a vague recollection that we should be doing something different
and an indefinable feeling of guilt, but it is hard to remember why.
By April it’s gone. But it comes back on December 30 or 31 and we
remember our failure and resolve to do better next year.
Self-improvement is a good thing, and a few people even manage to
do it. But habit and routine and long established preferences are
hard to change. The familiar feels right; the new makes us uneasy.
In biblical faith there are two principles at work which seem, at first
glance, to be opposites. On the one hand we are urged to repent. Repentance involves acknowledging our sins and failures and turning
to go in another direction, the direction of obedience and righteousness. It sounds a lot like a resolution to improve. On the other hand
we are urged to have faith and rely on the grace of God in Jesus
Christ. Acceptance of grace involves an acknowledgement that we
are sinners incapable of becoming righteous by our own efforts. But,
through God’s infinite mercy, he accepts us anyhow.
Repent and do better. Admit you can’t do better and throw yourself on
the mercy of God. Which will it be? How can it be both? I think the key
lies in the presence of God which we call the Holy Spirit. One of our
confessions says that it is the Spirit who “justifies us by grace through
faith” and at the same time
empowers us “to serve
“God sees us as we are,
Christ in our daily tasks
loves us as we are,
and to live holy and joyful
and accepts us as
lives.” It is God the Holy
we are. But by His
Spirit who accepts us as
grace, He does not
leave us as we are.”
we are through grace and
Timothy Keller
empowers us to change for
the better.
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Early in August I finally took some continuing education
time and attended a program at Union Presbyterian
Seminary in Richmond called “Understanding and
Engaging our Muslim Neighbors.”
After I posted about the event on Facebook, a friend from a former congregation
commented on my post and asked “what are the five things I need to know?” Here is
the final point of my response to her, which also is a summary of some of what I
learned at the event.
5. SHARIAH, ISLAMIC LAW, IS NOT NEARLY SO SIMPLE AS SOME PEOPLE MAKE OUT.
You can find books about Shariah (some good, some terrible) on Amazon.
But you can’t find a copy of “Shariah Law” as such, as you could a copy
of the US Constitution. There are at least five major “schools” of Islamic
law, all based on the Qur’an, hadith, legal reasoning and community
practices. And there are even differing interpretations within each school.
Outfits like ISIS can claim to be operating on the basis of Shariah, but the
vast majority of Muslims do not agree with their version of it. Shariah is
really the set of practices that give structure to the lives of Muslims—daily
prayer, Friday prayer, the Ramadan fast, as well as marriage customs,
financial practices and many other aspects of life. Some of Shariah
involves what we Americans think of as law, and this is where a lot of
debates and fears come from. Still, many of these vary considerably from
time to time and place to place. If you want to know about the practices
of Muslims, ask one. But remember that the story you get will be just
one of many variations. Think about asking a Christian what it is they
do in church. You will get very different answers from a Roman Catholic,
a Russian Orthodox, a Pentecostal, a Baptist, a member of a nondenominational Bible church, as well as from a Nigerian Christian, a Mexican
Christian or a Polish Christian. Or a Presbyterian Christian, although
you and I know that the Presbyterian is, of course, right.

LeRoy Manor holds birthday parties once a
month for the residents and local churches
take turns hosting the event.
THEY WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU COME AND
CELEBRATE WITH THEM - JAN.19TH AT 2 P.M.!

Please contact Renae Hardesty
(RHardesty85@yahoo.com or 309-826-1758) if you would be able to
donate a cake for the LeRoy Manor Birthday Party this month.
Thank you so much for the poinsettia! It brightens
up the kitchen and is really beautiful. Thank you
even more for thinking of us!
Sara, Dean & Mike Nichols

The Monday Morning Bible Study ladies gathered at Cracker Barrel restaurant
for their annual Christmas luncheon on Dec. 13th. They cordially invite you to
join them on Monday mornings at 9 a.m. when they begin their next study
(Journey into Powerful Living - a Study of the Life of Peter ) on January 8th.
This Christmas Eve, as always, a
wonderful children’s program was
enjoyed by all.
A huge thank you to everyone who
helped with this special evening,
especially the youth who shared
their talents to celebrate the eve
of Jesus’ birth.

LEAP

from our
LEAP, LOOP, LANDING
& CONFIRMATION
students!

To our church friends and deacons: We thank you
for the pretty poinsettia and Christmas card.
Mel and Lois Stevens
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is scheduled
for January 28th. At this meeting there will be reports
from the various boards and committees of the church,
as well as year end financial reports and the budget for
2018. Please plan to attend this important meeting.

RUSS & HEIDI SMITH FAMILY

On January 14th, missionaries Russ & Heidi Smith will
visit our Church and present a program about their work
in Chile at our regular worship service. Russ and Heidi
have served since 1985 in the Diocese of Chile. Currently,
Russ is involved in the Rural Bible Institute providing
theological education to the indigenous peoples of Chile.
Heidi is heading up a training program for child evangelism. Their home church is in Geneva, IL.

We have helped support the Smith’s through SAMS, USA whose mission is to “raise up,
send and support Episcopal/Anglican missionaries to be witnesses and make disciples of Jesus
Christ in fellowship with the Anglican Church globally.”

Bible Study News
The Monday Morning Bible Study group will resume meeting on
January 8th with a study of the life of Peter. Everyone is welcome
to join them at 9 a.m. each Monday morning.

Confirmation Class

LOOP & LANDING

The Sunday Morning Bible Study, led by Pastor Tim, meets in the Chapel every
other Sunday at 9 a.m. (Sunday School time) and will resume on January 14.

ENDLESS BUZZ
Kerri Cordray
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by
such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life
of faith, let us strip off every weight that
slows us down, especially the sin that so
easily trips us up. And let us run with
endurance the race God has set before
us.” (Hebrews 12:1 NLT)
What is it that brings you to a closer walk with Jesus? As we enter the New
Year, I have spent time reflecting on where I am on my Journey with Christ
and I immediately think of so many of you. The verse mentioned above
from Hebrews describes each of us, including those in Heaven, as “a huge
crowd of witnesses to the life of faith”. I think of this verse as cheering fans
in the stand as each one us “runs the race God has set before us”. Have you
thought of yourself as a cheering fan for those running their faith race? God
has given each of us a race to run, or as I like to refer to it as a “journey to
travel” with and for our Lord Jesus. It is our role to cheer on and encourage
one another in the faith. The Bible shares in 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are
doing.” We are extremely blessed to have such a passionate and faithfullystrong church family full of God’s Spirit and joy. May our New Year be
spent lavishing love and encouragement on one another as we all strive to
“run with endurance the race God has set before us”.
Beginning on Sunday morning and continuing through our mid-week
ministries, we welcome between 75-100 children and teens into our church
building. What an amazing blessing God has given us in trusting us to
minister and care for His children! I continually give thanks to God for
the awesome leadership in place teaching Kidz Church, Sunday School,
LEAP, LOOP and LANDING! Each of these people (you know who you
are ) are prayerful, discerning and seeking the Lord’s guidance in reaching
our youth for Christ! God’s response to our ministries has brought me to
tears so many times recently as He continues to reveal Himself through the
young lives being impacted by the power, grace and love of Jesus Christ!
I seek your continued prayers, encouragement and support as we serve as “a
huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith” for these wonderful kids! May
you also feel the cheers of those around you as you run your race this New
Year! I pray blessings, goodness and an outpouring of God’s love to be
upon you today and always!
In His beautiful love, Kerri

Jan. 3

NO YOUTH GROUPS

Jan. 10

LOOP
LANDING

5:30 - 6:45 pm
7:00 - 8:15 pm

Jan. 13th CONFIRMATION YOUTH 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
We will work at Midwest Food Bank as a service
project, and then stop for lunch before heading home.
Jan. 17

LOOP
LANDING

5:30 - 6:45 pm
7:00 - 8:15 pm

Jan. 24

LOOP & LANDING 6:00 - 8:00 pm
~ Altitude Trampoline Park ~
We’ll plan to leave the church at 6 p.m., jump for an
hour, and then return around 8:00 p.m. The cost will be
$15 and includes “jumping socks”. A waiver will need to
be signed by a parent beforehand. See Kerri for more
registration information.

Jan. 31

LOOP
5:30 - 6:45 pm
LANDING 7:00 - 8:15 pm
2018 SUMMER CAMP
PARENT INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS
January 14
3:00 p.m. The Great Escape/Green Lake, Wisconsin
(for grades 6-8 fall 2018)
4:00 p.m. Student Life Mission/Lookout Mountain, GA
(for grades 9-12 fall 2018)

Called to Serve - January 2018

CHURCH OFFICERS
NEW CHURCH OFFICERS WILL BE ORDAINED/INSTALLED ON JANUARY 7TH.

Elders:
Outgoing Session Members
Shirley Chancellor
Jason Smith
Mary Sigler
Class of 2018
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Teresa Miller
Steve Sinnott
Class of 2019
Misty Hudson
Mary Ella Mennenga
Rick Kline
Class of 2020 (incoming)
Randy Sigler
Bryon Owens
Naomi Chaplin
Session next meets on Jan. 16th
Session Minutes are available, after
approval, in the office.

Deacons:
Outgoing Deacons
Cyndee Sinnott
Janet Cormier
Mary Neubauer
Kim Myers
Class of 2018
Brett Hill
Renae Hardesty
Barb Monical
Angie Timm
Class of 2019
Leann Gaffney
Katie Taylor
Steve Myers
Anna Rayburn
Class of 2020 (incoming)
Rick Gaffney
Amber Owens
Jan Owens
Keisha Tucker

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION
During worship on Sunday, January 7th, our
new officers for the class of 2020 will be ordained
and installed. This is a very significant event in the
life of the church and in the lives of officers as they
undertake ordained service as Presbyterian Elders
or Deacons. Bryon Owens will be ordained and
installed as an Elder. Randy Sigler, Bonnie Crumbaugh and Naomi
Chaplin who have been previously ordained, will be installed for a new
term of service on Session.
Rick Gaffney, Amber Owens and Keisha Tucker will be ordained
and installed as Deacons. Jan Owens, having been previously ordained,
will be installed for a new term of service as Deacon.
Thanks to all new officers for their willingness to serve First
United Presbyterian Church in this way. And thanks to our outgoing
officers who have served faithfully for the past term: Elders Mary Sigler,
Shirley Chancellor and Jason Smith and Deacons Cyndee Sinnott,
Janet Cormier, Mary Neubauer and Kim Myers.

9:00 a.m.
Sunday
WORSHIP

Jan. 7

Jan. 14

Jan. 21

Jan. 28

ACCOMPANIST

Mary &
Londa

Londa
Holoch

Londa
Holoch

Londa
Holoch

LAYREADER

Linda
Ramsey

Jan
Owens

Anna
Rayburn

Amanda
Hill

USHER/
GREETERS

Adam
Brent;
Tyson
Brent

Tim &
Ashley
Sigler

Barb
Monical;
Deb
Drennen

Mary
Fairfield;
Rick
Kline

KIDZ CHURCH

Wendy
Brent

Tracey
Holoch

Mary Ella
Mennenga

Miranda
Walker;
Mara
Walker

NURSERY

Sarah
Stengel;
Brooke
Cordray

Mary Ella
Mennenga

Logan
Stengel;
Jillian
Mohr

Teresa
Miller;
Brooke
Walker

TECH BOOTH

Steve
Sinnott;
Tanner
Holoch

Randy
Sigler;
Logan
Stengel

Brian
Cordray;
Porter
Conn

Tracey
Holoch;
Garrett
Hudson

COMMUNION
SERVERS

Adam
Brent;
Tracey
Holoch;
Linda
Ramsey;
Phyllis
Bruce

Teresa
Miller;
Holoch
Family

Jan
Owens;
Amber
Owens

Dennis
Mennenga;
Amanda
Hill

LeROY MANOR
WORSHIP

SUNDAY
SCHOOL
SNACKS

Linda
Ramsey;
Wendy
Brent

Kim
Myers;
Toohill
Family

DECEMBER ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

December 3

109

December 10

102

December 17

126

December 24

101

December 31

Not Available

AVERAGE SUNDAY ATTENDANCE

110

7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Program

131

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service

Little Learner's visited the Le Roy Library
for a fun Christmas story & activity time.
They also did some Christmas sorting and
patterning activities. Earlier, they decorated Christmas cookies for the Le Roy
Police Department and delivered them with
a hand-made "Merry Christmas" card.
They've really enjoyed learning about and celebrating Christ's birth and
the joy of the season.

33

As winter weather quickly approaches, it is a good time
to remind everyone of our worship cancellation policy.
The decision to cancel will be made as early as possible
by the Pastor and Session. Notification will be made via
broadcast on WJBC, and signs will be posted at the
north and west entrances.
Also be aware that in the event of severe weather
during the week, the church office may be closed
without notification.

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail: leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
CHURCH OFFICE
Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Friday - 8:30 - 11:30 am

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Tim Doty
Kerri Cordray, Director of Student Ministries
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
Marty Dean, Nursery Coordinator
Melissa Cox, Little Learners

leroyinterim@gmail.com
kcordray.fupc@gmail.com
leroypresbyterian@gmail.co
martha900pine@yahoo.com
melissalcox@hotmail.com

Library News

Book Review by
Marty Dean

Unashamed - Lineage of Grace Series #2
by Francine Rivers (historical fiction)
The Old Testament abounds with unlikely characters destined by
God to carry out His plan. In Unashamed, Rahab—a woman of the
night—emerged to play a pivotal role in the fall of Jericho.
On the streets of Jericho, word reached the king that two spies from
the house of Israel were upon them. Mere mention of the sons of
Israel struck terror throughout the land of Jericho. For Rahab, the
two said spies hidden upon her rooftop served not only to quicken
her faith but to advance God’s mighty plan—Joshua 2:11 And
when we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage remained . . .
for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above and on the earth.
From her shadowy past to her declaration of faith, Rahab’s story in
Unashamed makes for an awe inspiring read.

This book can be found in our library. Happy reading!

With the help of some wonderful volunteers, we have
been offering “kid friendly” worship for Kindergarten
through 6th Graders on Sunday mornings during our
church services. Bible lessons geared toward children
are presented.
Beginning in January, Kidz Church will NOT be held
on the LAST Sunday of each month so that students
can learn more about our worship traditions. We hope
the children will come away from this experience
with a greater understanding of what it means to be
part of our Church family.

This year’s Confirmation Class and their
mentors volunteered at Peoria’s Loaves and
Fish Ministry on Dec. 16th. They helped
prepare and serve a lunch for approximately
250 - 300 people at the weekly meal offered
free of charge to those in need.
Before returning home, the group ate a late
lunch at Culvers and visited Bass Pro Shop .
A housewarming shower was held for
Kelly Petrovics, who along with her
3 yr. old son Easton, are the recipients of the 2017 home built in LeRoy
by Habitat for Humanity.
The shower/open house was held on
Dec. 10th at the LeRoy Methodist
Church to welcome Kelly to our
community and help her with items
for their new home.

HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY

December 3
Our church helped usher in the Christmas Season with an entry
in the LeRoy Christmas Parade! Our “Spreading the Warmth”
float was accompanied by everyone wearing some totally stylish
FUPC sunglasses that were passed out to those lining the street.

Deacon of the Month
Brett Hill
Sunday
31

Monday
1

CHURCH OFFICER INSTALLATION

Thursday

Friday

3

4

5

NO LEAP

No Little Learners
Classes

No Little Learners
Classes

No Little Learners
Classes

No Little Learners
Classes

NO YOUTH GROUPS

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

8

9

10

11

9:00 AM Bible Study
resumes

1:00 PM MISSION &
OUTREACH

5:30 PM LOOP
7:00 PM LANDING

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

17

18

NEW YEAR'S DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 AM Worship Service/Kidz Church
10:00 AM Sunday School

Wednesday

2

9:00 AM Worship Service/ NO KIDZ CHURCH

7

Tuesday

12

Saturday
6

13
8:30 AM Midwest Food
Bank - Confirmation
Youth

3:15 PM LEAP
6:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC

14

15

9:00 AM Worship Service/Kidz Church
Russ & Heidi Smith Program

MARTIN L. KING, JR. DAY 3:15 PM LEAP

10:00 AM Sunday School

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP MEETINGS:
3:00 PM Great Escape Youth Camp (5-6th)
4:00 PM Student Life Mission Camp (7-12th)

No Little Learners
Classes

16

2:00 PM LeRoy Manor
Birthday Party

26

20

7:00 PM SESSION

9:00 AM Bible Study

21

22

23

24

25

9:00 AM Worship Service/Kidz Church
10:00 AM Sunday School

9:00 AM Bible Study

3:15 PM LEAP

5:30 PM LOOP
7:00 PM LANDING

3:30 PM TLC

6:00 PM CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION MEETING

28
29
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 9:00 AM Bible Study
9:00 AM Worship Service/Kidz Church
10:00 AM Sunday School

19

6:00 PM LOOP & LANDING 8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(“Altitude Trampoline Park” (AA)

7:00 PM ADMINISTRATION
MEETING

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

30

31

1

2

3:15 PM LEAP

5:30 PM LOOP

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

Little Galilee Retreat Confirmation youth

6:00 PM DEACON'S
MEETING (Meet at UMC)
7:00 PM LANDING

27

