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for something new, we’re forced to be in the moment and notice
what’s around us, be it a neighbor’s Christmas lights or a star. We can’t
see what God is doing around us unless we look. The wise men noticed
the star because they were paying attention. May we see as well.

January 2021

Blessings and Peace,
~Pastor Annie

I’ve been thinking about the twelve
days of Christmas recently. On
Christmas Eve, an interfaith group
I’m part of met online to discuss how the
holidays were going, and what we might want to focus on in the new
year. One of the rabbis in the group commented that she didn’t realize
there were twelve days of Christmas, comparing it to the eight days
of Hanukkah where she had led a small virtual prayer each of those
days. As she said it, I couldn’t help but think: “Most Christians don’t
know that either.” The twelve days of Christmas might be a popular
Christmas carol, but how often do we share what it really means?

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation is scheduled
for January 31st immediately following the 9:00 a.m.
worship service.
At this meeting there will be reports from the various
boards and committees of the church, as well as yearend financial reports and the budget for 2021. Please
plan to attend this important meeting.

Unable to construct sets, my brother focused on his artwork this year
by making stretched tapestries for the home. After a few videos for
Black Friday to showcase his work, my brother Tim started December
with the “12 Days of Tim-mas”, counting down to the last day of
guaranteed shipping for a piece to arrive in time for the holidays.
That is more how the twelve days of Christmas is advertised. We hear
about the last twelve days of holiday shopping. But the Twelve Days
of Christmas have only just begun, and will continue until Epiphany,
which is January 6th.
Epiphany is when we celebrate the nativity story as told in the gospel
of Matthew: that the magi followed a star, perhaps like the conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn that happened just before Christmas. These
men weren’t Jewish. They weren’t coming from nearby, though all
we know is that they came “from the east.” But they were paying
attention. They were watching the stars, which meant they noticed
when one appeared that looked different. The magi eventually arrive
in Bethlehem and find Mary, Joseph, and Jesus. They fell on their
knees to honor Jesus and gave the three gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.
My mother spoke to me recently about a challenge she was given
a few years ago: note something new everyday. By looking

January 11
6-8 p.m.

On Monday, January 11, from 6-8 p.m. we
will be helping at the Midwest Food Bank in
Bloomington. We need 25 helpers, so please
volunteer (sign-up sheet in hallway, call or
email church). Tell your friends!
It's a great opportunity to live out our
calling as the body of Christ.

As winter weather quickly approaches, it is a good time to
review our worship cancellation policy.
In the event of inclement weather, the Pastor will determine
no later than 7 a.m. on Sunday morning if the worship
service should be cancelled. Cancellations will be
broadcasted on WJBC and signs will be posted at the
west and north entrances.
Also be aware that in the event of severe weather during the week, the
church office may be closed without notification.

1/03
1/03
1/05
1/06
1/12
1/12

Blake Walker
Nadia Bollhorst
Anita Norton
Kenzie Timm
Charlie Price
Tanner Holoch

1/17
1/17
1/19
1/20
1/25
1/29

Carol Bottles
Debbie Drennen
Lois Stevens
Brett Hill
Mary Lou Rutledge
Bruce Owens

Our Deacons many times work quietly behind the scenes
assisting those in our church family who need faith, hope
and encouragement. During the past difficult year they have
reached out to many to offer prayers, sympathy or sometimes
just a friendly “hello”.
Notes of appreciation have been received this past month from several recipients of
Christmas gifts delivered by the Deacons. Phyllis Bruce, Sara Nichols, Naomi
Chaplin, Ann Price, Mary Lou Rutledge and G.J. & Teresa Miller all express their
thanks for the thoughtfulness extended to them during this Christmas season.

Our church was represented at the 2020
LeRoy Christmas Parade with a
float and a firetruck! Thanks to
Dana & Vonette Miller our
float was not only all decked
out in candy canes but they passed them
out as well!

By Marty Dean

With the new year comes a new look for our church library
nook--all thanks to Kim Myers for her gift of organization!
The library table has been replaced by an island of shelves,
providing more room to browse and easier access for our
younger disciples.
Several Christmas titles by bestselling authors are on display:
Debbie Macomber, Karen Kingsbury, Donna Van Liere;
Christmas DVDs/CDs, picture books, something for everyone.

NOTE

Pastor Annie will be self-quarantining by working from
home the first week of January, returning to the pulpit on
Jan. 10th and the church office on Jan. 11th.
If needed you may call her at 631-655-2356 or email
rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com

DECEMBER SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

December 6
December 13
December 20
December 27

43
36
41
44

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

41

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

22

areas of our lives over to Jesus, we can follow His example
in Matthew 5:16 and “Let your light shine before men in such
a way that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father who is in heaven.”
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

Leave it to the church building to teach me an object lesson
about life. A couple weeks ago, I changed out the burnt out light
bulbs in my office, and I did the same for the church office and
in Pastor Annie’s office. For each office room, the difference in
the brightness of the room was immediately noticeable. It didn’t
seem like a problem at first—it wasn’t as if each of the offices
were dark or unusable. But once the lights were changed, you
could immediately see the difference. The interesting thing is,
when each light bulb burned out, one at a time, the difference in
the light in the room wasn’t too noticeable. And it probably
wouldn’t have been noticed, until there were hardly any working
bulbs left in each office, or worse, all the light bulbs would have
gone dark.
2020 was a tough year for many, and it feels like it was a year
where some of our personal spiritual light bulbs may have burnt
out. Oh, it’s not like you can’t function spiritually, but maybe
the world seems a little darker than it used to. But the good
news is, Jesus is our light! He reminds us in Matthew 6:22-23,
“The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore your eye is clear,
your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad,
your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” For many
of us, just like me, we don’t notice how dark things were until
we restore the light in our lives by putting Jesus first. We do this
by giving Him control of those parts in our lives that, for whatever reason, we might have been reluctant to relinquish. So for
2021, I want to encourage you to examine your hearts and see if
you might need to replace a spiritual light bulb or two by giving
God control of areas in your life that might not have fully been
turned over to Him. It might not seem like we need to, but a
little prayer and introspection just might reveal how much darkness has slipped into our lives. By turning those dark

Our
Youth
December brought Leap and Loop activities
virtual for the month, to provide a bit more
safety and social distancing during the local
spike in cases. The big event was a take
home activity where kids could customize
their own Christmas ornament to put on the
trees at home! They also put together and
wore a set of homemade antlers, because it
is physically impossible to be a grinch while
making a homemade Christmas ornament
AND wearing reindeer antlers!
The kids also got the chance to meet at the church to film our
Nativity Escape Room, and this became our virtual Christmas
Eve Pageant. Making it virtual made it easier to maintain social
distancing for both performing kids and adults who would have
attended on Christmas Eve. It also made it possible to stream for
those who couldn’t travel to see the kids in person, and it gave the
opportunity to solve the puzzles along with the kids in real time.
A great big THANK YOU to everyone who helped out and participated! We hope you had as much fun watching it as we had creating it!
Don’t forget—in person Leap and Loop returns in January, but this
time on WEDNESDAY nights! We look forward to seeing the LEAP
kids for their first session of the year on January 6th at 6 pm, and the
LOOP youth January 13th at 6 pm!

Called to Serve - January 2021
Jan. 3

Jan. 10

Jan. 17

Jan 24

CHURCH OFFICERS
New Church Officers will be ordained/installed on January 10th.
Jan. 31

Elders:

Deacons:

Outgoing Session Members
Randy Sigler
John Busey
Naomi Chaplin
Class of 2021
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Tracey Holoch
Terri Caldwell (incoming)

If you haven’t visited LeRoy’s Living Well Center at 209 W.
Washington, you would be pleasantly surprised at what they
have to offer. While currently closed due to COVID concerns
they are still hosting some activities and exercise classes virtually.
To sign up, call 309-830-2722 or email livingwellunited@gmail.com.
You can also visit their Facebook page “Living Well United”.
In November they packaged and shipped 31 boxes to local active military personnel as well as donating items for Christmas boxes for a VA hospital. Check out
this wonderful addition to the town of LeRoy!

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail:
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

PASTOR ANNIE’S OFFICE HOURS

Mon. & Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (or by appointment)

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Debbie Golden, Asst. Secretary
(309) 962-5011

Outgoing Deacons
Rick Gaffney
Class of 2021
Tim Sigler
Angie Timm
Barb Monical
Mary Sigler

Class of 2022
Ashley Sigler
Mary Ella Mennenga
Anna Rayburn

Class of 2022
Teresha Bossingham
Scott Graves
Beverly Burcham
Jack Burcham

Class of 2023 (incoming)
Randy Sigler
Martha Dean
Dennis McCormick

Class of 2023 (incoming)
Rick Gaffney
Bobbi Murfin

Session next meets on Jan. 13th
Session Minutes are available, after approval, in the office.

Ordination and installation

Sunday

3

Monday

9:00 AM Worship Service (Communion)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

17

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

24

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

31

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Annual Congregation Meeting
(Soup/Sandwich Meal Following)
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

29

30

31

1

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

5

6

9:00 AM Worship Service
Pastor working from
No Sunday School Classes (Adult & Youth) home
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

10

Tuesday

28

11

Pastor working from
home

12

6—8 p.m.
Midwest Food Bank

18

7:00 PM ZOOM Book
Study "The New Jim
Crow"

4:00 PM Facebook Prayer
Video

Pastor working from
home
10:00 AM MISSION &
OUTREACH
6:00 PM LEAP
6:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC

13
6:00 PM LOOP
6:00 PM SESSION

19

20
6:00 PM DEACONS
6:00 PM LEAP

Pastor working from
home

14

OFFICE CLOSED

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

21

OFFICE CLOSED

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

26

27

28

7:00 PM ZOOM Book
Study "The New Jim
Crow"

6:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION

6:00 PM LOOP

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

1

2

3

4

6:00 PM LEAP
6:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC

OFFICE CLOSED

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

25

10:00 AM MISSION &
OUTREACH

OFFICE CLOSED

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

