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THE SERENITY PRAYER
Opportunity

February 2020

Who We
Are

Last month, morning worship gave us a
chance to look at who we are; the first week
we saw that our identity is found in our baptism for each one of us is
a Beloved child of God. The second week we were reminded that God
knows our name and knows us intimately: not just the name given to
us at birth, but even the name we might choose for ourselves. We
wrote this name down on a name-tag: the descriptor we would like to
be known by as a disciple of Christ, even if we are still growing into it.
And then we thought about vocation: God calls each of us, and that
call might evolve as we grow and change. Considering that God’s call
includes both the work we need to do and the work that the world
needs done, we reflected on “where our deep gladness and the world’s
deep hunger meet.”
This month, we will continue to dig into our identity as disciples of
Christ, children of God. How might we embody the love and justice of
the beatitudes in our lives? How might we live with integrity and thus
live into our call to be the salt of the earth? What would it look like
to create right relationships? And how might we be transformed as
Christians, as we prepare for Lent?
These are the questions we will be considering this month as we
prepare to enter the season of Lent. For we have been adopted
into the family of God. How might we faithfully live that out?
Blessings and Peace,
~Pastor Annie

February 26 ~

Ash Wednesday

Ash Wednesday begins the Season of Lent, 40 days
(not counting Sundays) before Easter.
That morning from 7 - 9 a.m. the church will be open for the imposition of
ashes. That evening at 7 p.m., a worship service (including imposition of
ashes) will be held in the sanctuary. Please join us as we reflect and prepare
our hearts to enter the Lenten season.

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,
The courage to change the things I can change,
And the wisdom to know the difference.”

Our “golden years” can be fantastic or full of frustrations. As I march into my twilight
years, I find myself repeating the above prayer in my mind. Every time I can’t reach
something on the top shelf, or climb a ladder to change a light bulb, or a multitude of
the other challenges, this prayer helps to keep me grounded.
I’ve often admired the people at the First United Presbyterian Church of LeRoy who
have participated in many of the outreach programs through the years. They have
given of themselves and their time to spread God’s truth. I was never in the right place
in my life to participate. I always believed that this type of outreach meant leaving our
area and going on a trip to do these kinds of services. But, after seeing my Aunt Sarah
at the age of ninety head into a new life in Oklahoma, I began to revisit her life after
the age of eight-five.
Aunt Sarah and Uncle Bob belonged to a church in the Champaign area. After Uncle
Bob died, she found herself alone to face all of those challenges that had once been
shouldered by two. People in her church reached out to Aunt Sarah and proceeded to
help her accomplish many of these daunting tasks around her home and within the
community. Aunt Sarah’s church family became friends whose memory she carried
with her when she moved closer to her son in Oklahoma. These people really stepped
up. This is a form of outreach. Anyone can do this type of outreach, and it really
makes a major difference in someone’s life.
The F.U.P.C. of LeRoy is asking you to pray and think about making a difference
in someone’s life. We are asking our Church members to choose a “senior in our
community” whom they could help out with some of these daily challenges. The
Church member’s goal would be to share time with their senior. They might take them
out to eat, go to a movie, take them to a needed doctor’s appointment, pick up meds,
or take them to Church. Aunt Sarah’s “friend” was there sometimes just to talk to her.
Aunt Sarah always had a birthday or Christmas card when those special days came
along. Aunt Sarah actually ended up considering her “church friend” a member of her
extended family.
There are many seniors in our community who really need someone in their life.
“Someone” whom they consider a close friend. “Someone” whom they can depend
upon. “Someone” who will be there to give a helping hand when there is no one else
to call on. I would like to see if any of the adults at the F.U.P.C. would be interested in
becoming that special “someone” to a senior in our community.
Please think and pray about Mission and Outreach’s request to set up a “Friend a
Senior” program at the First United Presbyterian Church of LeRoy, Illinois.
If you are interested in being part of this outreach, please contact our Church office
asking that your name be added to the list of people who want to become an “Outreach
Friend for a Senior.” A sign up sheet will also be passed around at Sunday services.
Respectfully submitted by
Shirley Chancellor, Mission & Outreach

I am excited to serve First United as the director of student ministries! The start date
for my service for FUPC will be February 23rd. For those that haven’t had a chance
yet to introduce themselves to me, I look forward to meeting y’all. As a brief introduction to me, I am a graduate of Wheaton College with degrees in communication
and secondary education, as well as a mathematics minor. I’ve completed my masters
degree in communication at Northern Illinois University as well. I’ve been active in
children’s ministries for over ten years, serving and leading at Trinity Baptist Church,
Amazing Grace Church of the Nazarene, and Blue Mountain Church, all in Walla
Walla, Washington.
My wife, Vonette, and I have been married for over 29 years. She has been equally
active in music ministry in the churches we’ve served at, leading worship, playing
piano, and singing. For the past five years she has served in a local praise band called
Faith Street and Grace, performing both contemporary Christian music and original
worship songs for churches and communities in Oregon and Washington. She is also
a gifted piano teacher, teaching for the past twelve years. We have three sons—
Robert, 24, living in the Boston area, Andrew, 23, living in the Seattle area, and
Stephen, 20, who will be accompanying us to Le Roy.
In my spare time, I enjoy football and hockey, spending time with my family, and
playing with our dog, Fenny (a half husky, half malamute rescue). I hope you’ll stop
by the church and introduce yourself! In the meantime, I am also reachable on Facebook for the adults, or for the youth, Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat (for all three
platforms the same username, FUPCMRDANA). Thank you for allowing me the
privilege of serving Jesus and sharing Him with your children and youth!

Job well done William!
(Cleaning up after taking down the
Christmas “greens”.)

The Christmas dinner leftovers are
long gone; the decorations are back
in their boxes for another year; and
the joyous time of the Christmas
season is just a wonderful memory.
But the reason for the season is still
in our hearts! And these pictures
still needed sharing with everyone!

Words can’t express how grateful I am for the cards,
meals, memorial donation, and especially the prayers
offered for Mary over the 20 months of her illness.
Thank you.
Rick Kline
Thank you to all who came to help me celebrate my 90th birthday. Also, thanks so
much to my family and friends who helped with the party and for the cards, flowers
and gifts. It was a perfect day.
Mary Lou Rutledge

JANUARY SUNDAY ATTENDANCE

December 29th 5th Sunday Potluck

Sunday Dates

Attendance

January 5
January 12
January 19
January 26

55
56
46
62

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

55

2/02
2/03
2/04
2/06
2/06
2/07
2/09

Harlan Bottles
Leona Meyers
Jeff Copley
Angie Timm
Drew Kline
Lacey Howard
Delaney Graves

2/12
2/13
2/14
2/16
2/16
2/21
2/21

Keisha Tucker
Ethan Bruning
Tennille McBride
Corey Sinnott
Keenan Taylor
Terri Caldwell
Josh Mosier

2/12 Carol & Harlan Bottles

Plan to bring your family, friends
and neighbors to a delicious
“all you can eat”
pancake and sausage breakfast!

SAVE THE DATE
February 29th
8 - 11 am

Ticket Information:
Adults: $6.00
Kids 5-12: $3.00
Kids 4 and under: Free
Thank you for your support of our youth!

Please consider supporting our youth in their fundraising efforts for camp
and mission trips this summer. (For those who are not familiar with Nelson’s
Catering, the food is amazing!) Date of pickup for the meals is Monday,
April 6th at the church from 4 - 6 p.m.
Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased at 5th/6th grade and Junior High
home volleyball games. We will be at some high school basketball events
as well.
You may also purchase tickets from Teresha Bossingham (call 309-5321931, from any Summer Camp Committee Member or one of our campers.

Library
News

By Marty Dean

February Library News Biographies
Following our recent sermon series on the Apostle Paul and
current Thursday evening Esther bible study, it is worth noting the
work of acclaimed author/evangelist Charles Swindoll. In his Profiles in
Character books from his Great Lives from God's Word series, Charles
Swindoll examines the lives of the Apostle Paul and Queen Esther. Paul:
A Man of Grace and Grit covers the full gamut of Paul's life -- from
unyielding persecutor of early Christians to the humble servant apostle
given to the ages. Esther: A Woman of Strength and Dignity, biographer
Swindoll reflects upon the unlikely journey of a young orphan girl raised
by her devout and devoted cousin Mordecai to her role as queen of Persia-destined to save her people from annihilation.
From the world of sports, another noteworthy read -- First Things First:
The Rules of Being a Warner by Kurt and Brenda Warner with Jennifer
Schuchmann. Though out of the sporting limelight, their story and message is timeless -- faith, family, and giving to others--sound advice for all!

WHERE DOES IT GO?
One of our denomination’s strengths is the connection
between all Presbyterian churches in the country. “Per
Capita” is the amount each church is required to pay (based
on active members) to support the work and ministry of our
governing bodies.
WHAT IS IT USED FOR?
Unlike individual churches, there are no congregations to individually cover the expenses
of these governing bodies; however their work and ministry are vitally important to
Presbyterian churches as a whole as they provide various support services and resources
for us all.
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
“Per-Capita” is not “membership dues”! While we invite you to help contribute so that
your regular stewardship giving can go for local missions and programs, this is not a
requirement in order to be a member of good standing in our church! “Per Capita” should
be viewed as a form of mission giving to the larger work of the Presbyterian Church.
HOW CAN I HELP?
We currently pay $34.22 per member ($6399 total). Thank you to everyone who has been
able to help us with this fixed cost in our church budget. If you have not yet contributed
anything towards our 2020 “Per Capita” but would like to, we welcome your gifts.

CHURCH OFFICERS
Elders:

Called to Serve - February 2020

Deacons:

Class of 2020
Randy Sigler
John Busey
Naomi Chaplin
Class of 2021
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Teresa Miller
Anna Rayburn (incoming)
Class of 2022
Ashley Sigler
Mary Ella Mennenga
Tracey Holoch (incoming)
Session next meets on Feb.11th.
Session Minutes are available, after
approval, in the office.

Class of 2020
Rick Gaffney
Jan Owens
Monica Stengel
Class of 2021
Amy Graves
Barb Monical
Mary Sigler
Angie Timm
Class of 2022
Teresha Bossingham
Scott Graves
Apologies to Monica Stengel and
Angie Timm for omitting their
names from the Deacon list in
the January newsletter.

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION
During worship on Sunday, February 9th,
two additional Elders will be ordained/installed.
Anna Rayburn will be ordained and Tracey
Holoch, who has been previously ordained, will
be installed as Elders.

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail: leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Closed on Fridays

PASTOR ANNIE’S OFFICE HOURS

9:00 a.m.
Sunday
WORSHIP

February
2

February
9

February
16

February
23

Londa
Holoch;
Mary
Sigler

Londa
Holoch

Londa
Holoch

Londa
Holoch

Steve
Myers

Randy
Sigler

Adrienne
Underhill

Naomi
Chaplin

USHER/
GREETERS

Kim
Myers;
Adela
Alvarado

Danna
Sanders;
Rick
Gaffney

Tanya
& Ben
Underhill

Amy&
Scott
Graves

NURSERY

Mary Ella
Mennenga;
Emily
Mennenga

Barb
Monical

Teresa
Miller;
Sarah
Hill

Volunteers
Needed

TIME FOR
YOUNG
DISCIPLES
LEADER

Mary
Sigler

Dennis
Mennenga

Amanda
Hill

Dana
Miller

Steve
Sinnott;
Tracey
Holoch

Steve
Sinnott;
Bruce
Owens

Steve
Sinnott;
Tanner
Holoch

Steve
Sinnott;
Sarah
Hill

ACCOMPANIST

LAY
READER

TECH
BOOTH

COMMUNION
SERVERS

Beverly
Burcham;
Bobbi
Murfin;
Dennis &
Mary Ella
Mennenga

Monday and Wednesday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm (or by appt.)

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
Kathryn Morris, Secretarial Assistant

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com

Special thanks to Jan Allen and Phyllis Bruce for transporting the
mitten tree gifts collected to Faith Second Chance Thrift Store
and for ALL OF YOU who helped provide all the warm scarves,
hats and gloves!

Deacon of the Month
Barb Monical
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
28

Wednesday
29

Thursday
30

Friday
31

Saturday
1

OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 PM Esther Bible
Study

2

3

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Sunday School

9:00 AM Bible Study

7:00 PM Administration
Meeting

6:00 PM LOOP &
LANDING

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

4

5

6

10:00 AM MISSION &
OUTREACH

5:00 PM Winter Jam
Concert

6:00 PM LOOP &
LANDING

9

10

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Sunday School

9:00 AM Bible Study

16

17

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Sunday School

9:00 AM Bible Study

11

12

7

8

OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 PM TLC
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

13

14

15

OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 PM LOOP &
LANDING

6:00 PM Esther Bible
Study

7:00 PM SESSION

7:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

18

19

20

21

22

OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 PM LOOP &
LANDING

6:00 PM Esther Bible
Study

6:30 PM DEACON'S
MEETING

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

23

24

25

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Sunday School

9:00 AM Bible Study

7:00 PM ADMINISTRATION
7:00 - 9:00 AM
MEETING
Imposition of Ashes

26 ASH WEDNESDAY 27

6:00 PM LOOP &
LANDING

6:00 PM Esther Bible
Study

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday (AA)
Worship Service

28

29

OFFICE CLOSED

8 - 11 AM Pancake &
Sausage Fundraiser

