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“He is my refuge and my fortress, my
God, in whom I trust.”
Psalm 91:2

January 2021

So on Ash Wednesday, February 17th, at 7:00 p.m., join us in
worship either in the sanctuary or on Facebook as we begin exploring
what it means to be in the Dark Wood moments of our lives. We are
not going to talk about how to get out of it, as if life is good only when
we are not there. We are going to explore what it might mean for our
lives to recognize the gifts of the Dark Wood. What if times of uncertainty, failure or emptiness are opportunities for spiritual awakening?
Blessings and Peace,
~Pastor Annie

In the 14th century, Dante Alighieri wrote his Divine Comedy. The
first book, Inferno, begins “In the middle of the journey of our life, I
came to myself, in a dark wood, where the direct way was lost. It is
a hard thing to speak of, how wild, harsh and impenetrable that
wood was, so that thinking of it recreates the fear.” Dante wrote
negatively about this dark wood, and it has come to represent the
sinful life. But in his book Gifts of the Dark Wood, Rev. Eric Elnes
Ph.D gives a different interpretation: “Though commonly understood
as a place to be feared and avoided, the Dark Wood is the surest
place to meet God. It is a place where you may feel uncertain,
empty, lost, tempted, and alone. Yet these feelings—these gifts
of the Dark Wood—can be your greatest assets on your journey
because they invite you to probe, question, and discover.”
In May of 2015, I was thrown into the Dark Wood. After a rejuvenating retreat in upstate New York with other clergy who were
also in their first calls, my then-husband, a man I had been with for
seven years, announced that we needed to separate. As the month
progressed, the certainty of separation and then impending divorce
solidified. In addition, one of the churches I was pastoring was
having a harder and harder time paying the bills. After multiple
unsuccessful attempts to reach out to the community, we were
realizing that the church would have to close. With my personal
and professional life unraveling, I was lost; the future that I had
envisioned was gone.
I can’t imagine who I would be if I hadn’t gone through that time.
With my husband’s friends no longer part of my social circle, I had
to seek out new relationships. With no home to call my own, I had
to learn to live alone. Without someone else to define me, I rediscovered what I enjoyed and who I was.
I’m sure you’ve had your own times when you found yourself in
the Dark Wood. These moments have a way of shaping who we are.

February 11th
7 p.m.

February 28th
10 a.m.

INFO MEETING

CONGREGTIONAL
VOTE ON PLAN

A second informational meeting with additional construction and
financial details will be held at 7 p.m. on February 11th. If you have
specific questions you’d like to see answered, please contact a member
of the Administration Committee as soon as possible so that they can
have time to make sure they have the information requested. Letters
summarizing the discussion at the meeting and information regarding
voting procedures will be mailed to all active members on Feb. 13th.
A video of the meeting will be available as well.
A Congregational Meeting will be held after the 9 a.m. worship service
on Feb. 28th to vote on whether to proceed with this planned project.
Those whose names appear on the active member list of the church as
maintained by the clerk of session are eligible to vote. Voting by proxy
is not permitted; however if requested by or before Feb. 18th, a postcard
to enable you to vote by mail will be sent to you.
A great deal of time and effort has been put into making this dream a
reality for our church building. Our beloved sanctuary will remain the
same but one of the main goals of this plan is to gain easier access to the
building with a ground level entry and an elevator. A commons area
adjacent to the sanctuary that can also be used for additional seating for
worship or special events when necessary will be accomplished simply
by rearranging the space we already have available.
Please take the opportunity to learn about the advantages to our church
family that can be achieved with this renovation.

By Marty Dean

2/02
2/06
2/09
2/12
2/14
2/16
2/16
2/21
2/28

Harlan Bottles
Angie Timm
Delaney Graves
Keisha Tucker
Tennille McBride
Cory Sinnott
Keenan Taylor
Terri Caldwell
Kane Hardesty

New Book - Refreshing Advice
Love Life Again - Finding Joy When Life Gets
Hard by Tracie Miles

2/12 Carol & Harlan Bottles

Hesitant yet nudged by the Holy Spirit to share her own experiences, writer/speaker Tracie Miles for Proverbs 31 Ministries,
takes an inside out approach to reclaiming joy. The author
advises readers to confront personal roadblocks to joy and
provides ways to reverse downward spirals.
The dedication page cites John 10:10 . . . I came so they can
have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever
dreamed of. Chapters build upon all things constructive-Embrace Contentment, Conquer Loneliness, Be the Answer to
Someone's Prayer and more. Supported by Scripture throughout,
each chapter closes with a series of thoughtful prompts--reflect,
act, pray, smile. Enjoy!

A large group from our church participated in a trip to the Midwest Food
Bank on January 11th . They bagged up enough pasta and bread crumbs to
fill four large pallets of food for distribution. A good evening’s work!
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me" (Matthew 25:40 NIV).

Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

God has some amazing things planned for us!
How do I know this? The answer is in creation! At least, the
answer is in the creation story. I’m sure you know how it goes.
God created man and woman, then placed them in the Garden
of Eden. When man sinned by disobeying God’s one and only
rule (Don’t eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, or
you will surely die), they were cast out of Eden. There are so
many intriguing elements to this story, but I want to draw your
attention to one you may never have considered. Remember
God’s one and only rule, about which tree Adam and Eve could
NOT eat from? It’s interesting that God did NOT forbid Adam
and Eve from eating from the other notable tree in the garden,
the tree of life. Up until the point where Adam and Eve disobeyed God, they were free to eat from this tree, and we know
that eating from this tree would have granted eternal life for
them. Once Adam and Eve had sinned by disobeying God’s
command, they were sent out of Eden by God, but I don’t think
God was being punitive here. Rather, He showed His mercy;
by sending them out He eliminated the possibility that man
would eat from that tree as well, living forever, but in a state
of alienation from God through sin.
But here’s the best news of all. God never intended us to be
separated from Him in this way! Not only did He not initially
deny this fruit of eternal life to Adam and Eve before their sin,
but His plan was always eternal life and fellowship with Him!
God promises in Revelation 2:7, “He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God.” We were meant from the beginning to live
eternally and abundantly in God’s peace and fellowship, and

He promises that this will be our future for those who put their
trust in Jesus and follow the leading of the Holy Spirit—
saying no to sinful rejection of God’s will, abiding in His
Word, and acting in obedience to what He tells us. No matter
what 2021 brings, I want to encourage you to live obediently
and abundantly for Jesus, knowing the eternal rewards that
await us!
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At their last get-together our LOOP youth had a great time knocking down a candy
pinata with pool noodles (while “blind-folded” with paper grocery sacks) and then
showing their skills at pool noodle fencing—again without being to see their target!
The Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians) are currently the focus of studies and this evening’s
discussion started out whether it was possible for joy and self control to co-exist. It
morphed into how to have joy in your life when you’re discouraged or not feeling
particularly joyful inside.
Future LEAPster Diana Marie Hill was
baptized this past month (Jan. 17th).
She is pictured here with her three sisters,
Sarah, Josie and Arya.
Her parents are Brett and Amanda and
grandparents are Karen Hill, and Dennis
& Mary Ella Mennenga.
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Elders:

Committee

Terri Caldwell
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Martha Dean
Tracey Holoch
Dennis McCormick
Mary Ella Mennenga
Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Randy Sigler

Worship & Music
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Adult Christian Development
Administration/Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development
Adult Christian Development/Worship & Music
Clerk of Session/Christian Education
Christian Education, Nominating Committee
Administration/Worship & Music

Session is currently scheduled to next meet on
Wednesday, February 10th at 6 p.m.
Minutes will be available, after approval, in the office.
Deacons:

Pastor Annie will be on vacation beginning
February 1st through February 7th.
She will be working from home on
Feb. 8th and 9th, returning to the church
office on Wednesday, February 10th.

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail:
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

PASTOR ANNIE’S OFFICE HOURS

Mon. & Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (or by appointment)

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Debbie Golden, Asst. Secretary
(309) 962-5011

Deacon of the
Month

Teresha Bossingham
Beverly Burcham
Jack Burcham
Rick Gaffney
Scott Graves
Barb Monical
Bobbi Murfin
Mary Sigler
Tim Sigler

Responsibility
Assignments

Deacon assignments for 2021
have not yet been made.

JANUARY SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

January 3
January 10
January 17

36
47
41

January 24

38

January 31

Not Available

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

41

Sunday
31

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Annual Congregation Meeting
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

7

Monday
1

Pastor Annie on Vacation

8

14

15

21

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

28

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Congregational Meeting to Vote
on Church Renovation Plan
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

2

Pastor Annie on Vacation

Wednesday
3

Pastor Annie on Vacation

Thursday
4

Pastor Annie on Vacation

10:00 AM
MISSION & OUTREACH

Pastor Annie on Vacation
9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Christian Development
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

9:00 AM Worship Service (Communion)
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

Tuesday

Pastor Annie
working from home

9

Pastor Annie
working from home

16

Friday
5

Pastor Annie on Vacation

Saturday
6

Pastor Annie on Vacation

OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 PM LEAP
6:00 PM
WORSHIP & MUSIC

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

10

11

12

13

19

20

26

27

5

6

OFFICE CLOSED

7:00 PM
6:00 PM LOOP
6:00 PM SESSION

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

17

18

OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 PM DEACONS
6:00 PM LEAP
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
7:00 PM
Ash Wednesday Service (AA)

22

1

23

24

25

6:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION

6:00 PM LOOP

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

2

3

4

6:00 PM LEAP
6:00 PM
WORSHIP & MUSIC

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

10:00 AM
MISSION & OUTREACH

OFFICE CLOSED

