Revelation 21:5

Behold,
I am making
all things
NEW

101 East Pine Street
P. O. Box 88
Le Roy, Illinois 61752-0088

If you would like to be added to either our email or postal
mailing list, please contact the church office to leave your
name and preferred contact information.
(962-5011 or leroypresbyterian@gmail.com )

Le Roy First United Presbyterian Church

LE ROY FIRST UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
309-962-5011
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
Vol. XXII No. 5

This celebration of resurrection lasts all year! And for all of this month, even
into June, we will be celebrating the Season of Easter. Because Easter isn’t relegated to one Sunday, but is instead an entire season, comprised of 7 Sundays!

May, 2019
Butterflies! In the last few years, this has become
one of my absolute favorite symbols of resurrection and
transformation. So it seemed so appropriate that the
Easter Sunday photo in our Lenten Devotional was of
a yellow butterfly perched on a bright pink thistle.
Butterflies are a meaningful symbol in many cultures, representing hope, joy,
and transformation. In Nepal, there’s a place and organization called Butterfly
Home that exemplifies this symbolism of butterflies. See, in Nepal incarcerated
mothers must choose between bringing their children to live with them in prison
or sending them to fend for themselves on the streets. Butterfly Home is a safe
haven for these children. It helps children who are in the prisons with their
mothers, provides children with a safe place to live and education outside of the
prison until their mothers are released, and even helps them after they are able
to live with their mothers again. From what little I know about the project, it’s
absolutely beautiful- providing hope and a chance for transformation for children
who would have no options. According to their website, they have rescued and
cared for over 500 children since 2005.
For others, butterflies symbolize loved ones who have passed on, whether
friends, relatives or even beloved pets. I have a friend whose great-aunt died a
few years ago. Not long after her passing, a blue and yellow butterfly appeared in
the garden. Yellow is common for Long Island, but the blue ones are rare. It was
as if my friend’s aunt was there with him. There are countless other stories of
butterflies showing up and perching on a hat, or just outside the window at an
unusual time, reminding someone either that their loved one is with them, or
that the one they love is with God.
For Christians, butterflies symbolize not only hope and transformation, but
also our ultimate hope found in the resurrection. The caterpillar spins a chrysalis,
and seems dead. And then, a butterfly emerges! Transformed so that you’d never
recognize it, and alive again! We heard on Easter about the power of resurrection. It means God is in charge! God overthrows death, violence, hatred, and
every evil and chaotic force that seems to take over in our lives. It has no power;
God reigns supreme!

The empty cross is a beautiful symbol for resurrection as we acknowledge
Jesus died on it, but that cross is empty! Christ is not dead, but lives! The
butterfly reminds us of that resurrection as well, alive when thought dead,
and utterly transformed. God, our loving Creator and Father, is awesome and
amazing, and reigns supreme.
So together, let all of Creation glorify our Creator! May every butterfly,
whether alive or man-made, remind you of our ultimate hope in Jesus Christ.
Empowered by the risen Christ, let us continue to see and celebrate God’s
presence all around us!
Blessings,
Pastor Annie
Following the Good Friday service this year, worshipers had
a unique opportunity to visit 6 interactive stations around the
church building that represented the hours leading up to Jesus’
crucifixion and death.
Pictured is Lee Albert and her daughter, Linda Ramsey, as they
light candles at the final station to show that as we pray for the
light and love of Christ in our daily lives, Jesus’ light and love
will spread from Him through all of us.

MEMORIAL DAY DINNER
11 A.M. - 1 P.M.
MAY 27TH
As we celebrate Memorial Day this month, let us not forget the
very important reason for our 3 day weekend …. the supreme
sacrifices that so many men and women have made through the
years to keep our country free.
This year’s traditional Memorial Day dinner marks the 118th year our Church
has served this meal! Sponsored by the Deacons and supported by the summer
camp youth and their families, the meal will again feature a delicious chicken
and noodle casserole, mashed potatoes, green beans and dessert.
Ticket prices are:
$8 - Adults;
$4 (ages 6-12) ;
5 years and under are Free
Tickets are available at the door.
All proceeds will go to support summer youth camp and mission trip students.
Thank you in advance for your support.

Grillin’, Chill’n & Hymn’n
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Wendy Brent
Sarah Stengel
William Mennenga
Jan Allen
Mindy Cox
Jay B Ready
G.J. Miller
Janice Trachsel
Mary Neubauer
Sydney Owens
Maren Graybeal

Thank
You

5/09
5/16
5/29
5/30

Join us for our Wednesday Night Worship on May 1st!
Admin. will be doing the grillin’ and Mission & Outreach
will be furnishing sides at 6:15 p.m.
Delicious!

Steve & Cyndee Sinnott
John & Barb Monical
Brian & Kerri Cordray
Joe & Haley Miller
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5/29

Shirley Chancellor
Annie Crumbaugh
Londa Holoch
Jeff Baughman
Brock Owens
Ava Grismore
Sara Nichols
Shelby Stengel
Jack Burcham
Misty Hudson

Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for supporting our mission trip in so many
ways: monetary donations, hygiene supplies, and words and
prayers of support. Goodness Gracious Ministries is thriving and
growing each year. Thanks again,
Dennis & Mary Ella

Dear First United Presbyterian Folks,
A note to thank you all very much for your prayers and financial support of the recent
Las Vegas mission trip - of which we were a part, serving with Goodness Gracious
Ministries. The trip was an experience unlike any other we have had. It was most
encouraging in our walk with Christ. We appreciate your support and send our best.

Hymn’n

Then join us at 7:00 p.m. for a hymn sing after the meal.
Inspirational!

Marty Dean was recognized for her many years
serving as nursery supervisor as she stepped down
from this position on Sunday, April 28th.

Thank you to my wonderful church family for the glorious
floral arrangement! I will treasure my years as nursery
supervisor. Marty
WHAT: Fellowship, board games, checkers and cards,
etc. Coffee and cookies too!
WHO: All youngsters over 50 years and young at heart
WHEN: First Tuesday of each month ~ 1:00-2:30 p.m.
(Starting 5-7-19)
WHERE: LeRoy Christian Church
We have checker boards, cards, dice, yahtzee score cards, pencils. All you need
to bring is yourself! If you have any questions or need a ride call Linda Marcum
(309-825-2398) or Peggy Bailey (309-825-9271)
Looking forward to having some fun and fellowship!

Kelly & Mike Freihofer
Janice Trachsel will be celebrating her 80th birthday with a gathering at
the home of her daughter, Laura Mosier - 5562 N 2600 East Rd, on
May 18th. A potluck will begin at 4:30 p.m. (hamburgers, brats etc.
will be furnished - side dishes welcome).
All are invited to join Janice’s family in
wishing her a very happy birthday on this day!
The women of the LeRoy Baptist Church invite
everyone to the annual Ladies Community Tea
to be held on
Wednesday, May 8th at 9:00 a.m.
The theme this year will be “Rebirth”.
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Website: leroypresbyterian.info
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ENDLESS
BUZZ
Kerri Cordray
Lamentations 3:22-23 says:

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness.
This verse from Lamentations fills my heart with such amazing
amounts of praise as I think about our Lord who gives mercies
new every morning. I love the spring season as the birds joyfully
usher in each day, vibrant-colored flowers surface up from the
cold winter ground and the grass turns lush and a beautiful shade
of green. Wow; such a gift from God! He always knows exactly
what is best for us and as a loving Father does, He provides what
we need and when and where we need it. How awesome is that?!
As our children’s and youth ministries transition to our summer
schedule, I am thankful for the endless mercies God has provided.
Our LEAP, LOOP, LANDING and Sunday School teachers have
generously dedicated endless hours of their time, countless gifts
of love, and awesome spiritual direction for our kids. A huge
THANKS to our leadership teams- I give such thanks to God for
each of you!
Throughout the summer months our children and teens will have
opportunities to stay connected beyond Sunday morning worship
through ROAR VBS, Great Escape & Student Life Mission Camps
and a teen weekly book challenge called, Do Hard Things. I
encourage our church family to continue lifting our children in
prayer and looking for opportunities to support and encourage
their spiritual growth. The Lord’s mercies are made new each
morning and so often I experience the Lord’s awesome work and
blessings through each of you! May our hearts look for His
mercies each day and give thanks to our Lord whose faithfulness
and love never end. Amen.

Our regular LOOP & LANDING meetings are taking a break for the
summer, but watch for opportunities that may pop up during the
coming months.
We are excited to announce a youth book study that will be held
on Monday nights throughout the summer! Look for additional
information elsewhere in this newsletter.

BACCALAUREATE

Sunday, May 12th
6:00 p.m.
Methodist Church

The evening will include a time of praise and worship and our featured speaker
will be Trent Moberly. Trent is a 2010 LHS graduate and current Youth Pastor
at Pekin Grace United Methodist Church.
The Baccalaureate service is open to the entire community.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 10-14, 8:30-11 am
Register now for this epic African adventure
that engages the whole herd! At Roar, kids
explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious
faith that powers them through this wild life.
God is good when life is unfair, when life is scary, when life changes,
when life is sad, and when life is good!!! Sciency-fun gizmos for
hands on learning and films about real kids living out their faith in
really cool ways get kids engaged!
Don’t forget to register for next fall’s LEAP program!
LEAP (The Lord’s Extra Amazing Power) registration forms
are available now. Our after-school program is for students
entering Kindergarten through 4th grade this fall.
Older youth (5th - 12th graders) are encouraged to sign up as
LEAP Leaders.

CHURCH OFFICERS
Elders:
Rick Kline
Randy Sigler
Teresa Miller
Scott Tucker
Bryon Owens
Mary Ella Mennenga
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Misty Hudson
Naomi Chaplin

Committee
Administration
Administration/Worship & Music
Administration/Mission & Outreach/
Nominating Committee
Administration/Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development
Adult Christian Development
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Christian Education
Clerk of Session/
Adult Christian Development

Session next meets on Thursday, May 16th.
Session Minutes are available, after approval, in the office.
Deacons:
Class of 2019
Leann Gaffney
Katie Taylor
Steve Myers
Anna Rayburn
Class of 2020
Rick Gaffney
Amber Owens
Jan Owens
Monica Stengel
Keisha Tucker
Class of 2021
Amy Graves
Barb Monical
Mary Sigler
Angie Timm

Deacon of the
Month
September
March
February
July

Responsibility
Assignments
Co-Moderator
Secretary
Transportation
Moderator

November
April
January 2020
August
June

Funeral Dinners
Meals for Shut-ins
Kitchen Supplies
Nominating Committee
Funeral Dinners

May
February 2020
December
October

Funeral Dinners
Cards/Visits
Meals for Shut-ins
Wedding/Baby Showers

TLC (Tender Loving Christians) will not meet
during the summer months, but will resume in the
fall. Watch for the date and time to be announced
at a later date.
In September a class will be offered for those who
would like to learn to crochet.

DO HARD THINGSTEEN SUMMER CHALLENGE
Summer is coming, let’s get revved up! Starting
in June, each Monday our current 7th - college
age students are encouraged to join us for a
book discussion called, Do Hard Things. (A teenage rebellion against
low expectations). Together we will challenge our teens to dive deeper
into their journey with the Lord and allow His expectations for these
students to rise above the “norm”. God is preparing us for an exciting
adventure and along the way we will be serving, discovering, sharing,
blessing, playing and encouraging one another to- Do Hard Things!
Books will be available in May and cost $10 each. Please sign up on
the clipboard in the church hallway by Sunday, May 12.
As part of this adventure students will need to be prepared with their
weekly reading and discussion guide questions completed. Our group
will be venturing off to some unknown destinations, parents we will
keep you informed of our whereabouts.
Students, are you ready? Let’s get ready to DO HARD THINGS !!!
READING SCHEDULE:
June 3: Chapters 1-3
June 10: Chapters 4-5

June 17: Chapters: 6-7
June 24: Chapters 8-10
July 1: Chapters 11-12

APRIL ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

April 7

134

April 14 (Palm Sunday)

74

April 21 (Easter)

177

April 28

72

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

114

SPECIAL SERVICES:
April 3 (Wednesday Nite)
April 19 (Good Friday Community Service)

45 (estimate)
77 ………

The families of Noah Stengel and Mason Cordray
would like to invite everyone to an open house on May 19th
to honor these 2019 LeRoy High School graduates.
Please plan to join us for food and celebration between
3:30 and 7:00 p.m. for recognition of their achievements.
I will be out of the office from May 2nd through May 14th for a few
days of vacation preceding a Presbyterian CREDO Conference being
held in Louisiana. If you have a pastoral concern, feel free to email
me at rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com or call the church office.

ANN CATHERINE (ANNIE) CRUMBAUGH ~
Annie will graduate from Illinois Wesleyan
University on May 5th with a double major;
International Studies, with a focus on
African Studies, and Political Science.
When her future plans are finalized you will
hear a “Hallelujah Chorus” from the south!

During my absence Rev. Rick Tindall will be filling the pulpit on
May 5th and Bill Farrar (founder and CEO of Fountains of Hope
Intl.) will be the guest speaker on May 12th.

Library
News

By Marty Dean
MASON CORDRAY ~
Mason plans to pursue an associate’s degree in
music at Heartland College before transferring
to Illinois State University in two years.

New Book!

Your Comeback: Your Past Doesn't Have to Determine
Your Future by Dr. Tony Evans
It is back to the game of life after celebrating the joy and renewal
Easter brings. The gift of Christ's sacrifice also brings redemption-a second chance. It is in this spirit that Tony Evans, pastor/author
and chaplain to the Dallas Mavericks, was inspired to write Your
Comeback: Your Past Doesn't Have to Determine Your Future.
Drawing analogies from sports to life, along with correlating epic
comebacks biblical characters endured, makes for an awe inspiring
read. Author Tony Evans likens our heavenly Father to a sovereign
Coach--truly blessed assurance!

Special Offerings were taken on Good Friday for
the Community Mercy Ministry ($298 contributed)
and on Palm Sunday/Easter Sunday for One Great
Hour of Sharing ($906 contributed).

NOAH STENGEL ~
Noah will be attending Heartland Community
College in the fall.

Many of this year’s summer campers read portions of
their essays at the April 7th’s Camp Sunday worship
service. It is inspiring to hear, in their own words, what
it means to them to attend the Great Escape camp or to
go on the Student Life mission trip.
Our thanks to everyone who picked up a “Light Jar”
to pray for one of our students and also to save your
change to help make these trips possible.
Please remember to return your jars on May 19th….but please continue your prayers
for them as they travel to their respective camps to learn and grow in their faith.

Community

Thanks to everyone who contributed to one or both Mercy Ministry
of these benevolent causes.

ONE YOUTH WORSHIP was held on
April 7th at the LeRoy Christian Church.

LADIES NIGHT OUT was enjoyed by several,
including these young ladies who gladly posed
for a photograph.

A beautiful Easter morning provided perfect egg hunt weather!

April 23rd was our Picnic & Play day!
Hope to see everyone next fall for LEAP 2019-2020!

March 31st & April 3rd
Lots of talented young people
led our gatherings in song!

Deacon of the Month
Amy Graves
Sunday

Monday
29

Tuesday
30

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

2:00 PM Moms in Prayer

6:15 PM Grillin’ & Chillin’
Cookout
7:00 PM Hymn Sing

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

5

6

7

8

9

9:00 AM Worship Service
(Rick Tindall, Pulpit Supply)
10:00 AM Sunday School

Pastor Annie out of office

Pastor Annie out of office

Pastor Annie out of office

Pastor Annie out of office OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 AM Bible Study

2:00 PM Moms in Prayer

9:00 AM Ladies Community
Tea (Baptist Church)
6:30 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC Mtg.

13

Pastor Annie out of office
9:00 AM Worship Service
(Bill Farrar- Fountains of Hope, Pulpit Supply)
9:00 AM Bible Study

14

15

Pastor Annie out of office
2:00 PM Moms in Prayer

6:00 PM Baccalaureate at UMC

6:00 PM Deacons - Feed
My Sheep

21

22

Rita out of office

Rita out of office

Rita out of office

27

9:00 AM Worship Service

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
MEMORIAL DAY MEAL

18

OFFICE CLOSED

4:30 PM
Birthday Potluck for Janice
Trachsel (Mosier home)

24

25

7:00 PM SESSION

OFFICE CLOSED

2:00 PM Moms in Prayer

6:00 PM CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION Mtg.

26

17

Rita out of office

23

20

11

16

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

9:00 AM Worship Service
(Return “Light” Jars)
10:00 AM Graduation Reception

10

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

6:30 PM DEACONS Mtg.

19

9:00 AM Bible Study

4

Pastor Annie out of office OFFICE CLOSED
10:00 AM MISSION &
OUTREACH Mtg.

9:00 AM Bible Study

12

Saturday

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

28

29

30

31
OFFICE CLOSED

7:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION Mtg.

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

1

