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ested, the study guide can be found here: https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/
site_media/media/uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf.
Or you can call the office and we can mail you the first section. Please
read Week One, “Biblical Imperative to Antiracism” in preparation, and the
other sections will be available at our first session.

July 2020

Please join me after worship (so at 10am) on the church lawn starting
July 5th to discuss the Biblical Imperative to Antiracism, that we might
learn and grow together as we strive to be the body of Christ.

June was an uncomfortable month. Accounts of
black men and women being killed were all over
the news, and protests soon became headlines.
In the midst of sheltering-in-place and beginning
to be able to eat outdoors at restaurants and gather in small groups,
large groups were gathering to protest, and riots and looting sometimes
accompanied these protests. People seem against all police, and the
argument soon turned into blue lives versus black lives as “defund the
police” became a cry that might have been hard to hear. It was hard to
figure out what we should think and do in response.
Racism is real, but it’s a hard reality to own up to. We know that racism
is bad, and so we naturally reason that if someone is racist then they
are a bad person. We liken racists to Death Eaters in Harry Potter. We
consider the real racists as those who threaten someone because they
look different; or those who disagree with interracial marriages because
of white supremacy. But racial prejudice and discrimination is ingrained
within our American systems. In their ad in the Pantagraph in early
June, the McLean County Interfaith Association stated: “Institutionalized
racism reveals itself when well-meaning and well-intentioned individuals
inadvertently support, ignore, contribute to, help to sustain or carry-out
actions that represent patterns of racial discrimination or discriminatory
behavior that has simply become a part of ‘normal’ behavior.”
I can easily be one of those well-meaning and well-intentioned individuals. And I don’t want to inadvertently support patterns of discriminatory
behavior. So I know that I have work to do, and I’d love to have others
join me in that work. Let’s discuss some of the hard things and become
more aware together. I’d like to dig into racism by studying “Facing
Racism: A Vision of the Intercultural Community Antiracism Study
Guides” which was put together by the PCUSA in 2016. This 6 week
study looks at:
 Biblical Imperative to Antiracism
 Envisioning a New Way of Life Together
 PC(USA) and Racial Reconciliation
 Racism 101
 Enduring Legacy of Racism in the US
 Responding as a Community of Faith
The study starts with a strong biblical basis, and each week includes
multiple questions for conversation. I think this is a way that we could
sincerely discuss scripture, our community, and racism. For those inter-

Blessings and Peace,
~Pastor Annie

Outdoor Worship
Services






Our church has begun holding outdoor worship services every
Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. These services are held rain or
shine on the lawn just east of the church building. We hope you
will join us while we worship together in this new way. Please
bring your own lawn chair and practice social distancing while in
attendance. Masks are optional but please remain at home if
you are not feeling well.
For those not comfortable attending the outside worship, a
video of the service will be posted on Facebook later that same
day. A paper copy of the Sunday sermon and scripture can be
mailed to you. Contact Pastor Annie to be put on the mailing list.
On Wednesday evenings there is a time of prayer posted on
Facebook—to give us the chance to come to God in prayer in
the middle of the week.
We’ll keep you posted on the possibility of indoor worship taking
place in the near future. Since Illinois has recently advanced to
Phase 4 of “Restore Illinois”, we will be working on ways to hold
services in our sanctuary while staying within the guidelines that
are set up for everyone’s personal safety.

Pastor Annie will be leading a 6 week study
following Sunday morning worship (10:00 a.m.)
beginning July 5th.

7/01
7/01
7/04
7/10
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7/13

Rick Kline
Larry Bruning
Kaitlyn Builta
Tyler Bruning
Rick Gaffney
Tate Sigler
Suzy Orzolek

7/13
7/15
7/19
7/19
7/24
7/28

Arya Hill
Jed Graves
John Busey
Greg Toohill
Teresa Miller
Keith Wilson

7/29
7/30
7/31
7/31
7/31
7/31

Cyndee Sinnott
David Nixon
Svitlana McBride
Carl Neubauer
Jamie Tucker
Jacob Tucker

7/09 Beverly & Jack Burcham
7/14 Bonnie & Steve Crumbaugh

Put together by the PCUSA in 2016, this study has a strong biblical basis and
includes multiple questions for conversation. If interested, the study guide can
be found at https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/ site_media/media/
uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf. Or contact the
church office and we can mail you the first section. Please read Week One,
“Biblical Imperative to Antiracism” in preparation; the other sections will be available at our first session).

July
Library News

By Marty Dean

News from the Literary World & the Music Realm . . . .

OUR DAILY BREAD
The June/July/August issue is now available.
If you have not been able to obtain copy at
a worship service, please call to make arrangements to either pick up an issue during office
hours or to have us mail you one.

Amanda and Brett Hill, along with sisters Sarah, Josie and Arya, welcome a new
addition to their family, Diana Marie , who was born Friday, June 19th.
Diana weighed 7 lbs 8 oz. and was 19 1/2 in. long.

Mary Higgins Clark, “queen of suspense”, passed away on Jan. 31, 2020,
at the age of 92. With her first release in 1975, Where are the Children,
Mary Higgins Clark leaves a trail of 56 bestsellers with one more release
slated for November, 2020--Piece of My Heart, co-authored with Alafair
Burke. Her current release, Kiss the Girls and Make Them Cry, is available at the Crumbaugh Library.
For further entertainment and edification, I highly recommend watching
Pipe Dreams--a PBS Independent Lens current presentation. Pipe Dreams
is available for free streaming on PBS through July 22nd. Pipe Dreams
features the next generation of gifted organists as they vie for the coveted
title at the Canadian International Organ Competition--the “Olympics” in
the organ music world. Pipe Dreams delves into the lives and diverse back
stories of four finalists. Beautiful on all levels--a must see!

Also welcoming Diana into the family are grandparents
Karen Hill and Dennis & Mary Ella Mennenga.
A baby basket is available on Sunday mornings at worship
or in the church hallway during the week if you would care
to leave a card or gift for Diana and her family.

Word has been received that the LeRoy High School All Class Reunion that was
planned for Saturday, Aug. 29th, has been cancelled due to Covid-19 concerns.
In order to stay on track with their 5 year plan, the committee will plan to hold
the next All School Reunion in the summer of 2025.

Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

Woo hoo! Now that we’ve reached phase four in Illinois’ statewide
pandemic shutdown, we have more freedom! This freedom has allowed
us to meet together, outside, as a congregation once again. And we
look forward to the time, coming soon, when we will be able to meet
together inside our church grounds as a congregation once again.
Now that we have this freedom, what do we do with it? Believe it or
not, Scripture gives us some very powerful and appropriate counsel
during these times. Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 10:23-24, “‘I have
the right to do anything,’ you say—but not everything is beneficial. ‘I
have the right to do anything’—but not everything is constructive. No
one should seek their own good, but the good of others.” Now that
we’ve been granted a bit more freedom, I have to admit, the temptation
to use it and go a little nuts is palpable. Paul reminds me, however, that
the things I do must still lift up and edify those around me, not my own
selfish wishes. Later in verses 31-33 of the same chapter, Paul concludes, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for
the glory of God. Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews,
Greeks, or the church of God—even as I try to please everyone in every
way. For I am not seeking my own good, but the good of many, so that
they may be saved.”
To me this means that if we need to be careful about socially distancing
around others, whether at church or at the store, then we need to be
willing to do it. If masks will help allay fears, now is not the time to
fight among ourselves, but to put others first, just as Jesus did his entire
time on earth. It’s a tough lesson for me (I am SO ready to ditch
masks!), but one I must be ready to take to heart—not for my benefit,
but for those around me, watching my example. Let’s not waste this
golden opportunity to show our friends, our neighbors, and our community that we can be a uniting force among those around us, bring the
wisdom and love of Jesus instead of division and discord.

What a great time we had at Rocky Railway VBS the week of June 22nd!
We recognized the need for kids to meet in person instead of virtually,
and we committed to providing multiple small VBS classes to accommodate as many kids as possible. Despite having only 3 ½ weeks to prepare
and promote our VBS from the moment Illinois made phase three official
(allowing us to meet in groups of ten), we had an AMAZING time! 17
children participated over two sessions, 2 pm and 6 pm, with kids coming
from as far as Bloomington to get their kids involved!
The kids got to experience how “Jesus’ power pulls them through life’s ups
and downs.” First United was able to provide a complete VBS experience
each session, including music, video testimonies from other kids, Bible
stories, snacks, games, crafts, and more! We even had science experiments
that reinforced the Bible lesson (think gravity defying water, train bridge
building, gold panning, steam cannons, and more!)
I want to give a big THANK YOU to everyone who helped with VBS!
Those who helped with music, teaching, snacks, and supplies for VBS are
so appreciated! Most importantly, your prayers for safety and hearts to be
opened up were answered in a GREAT BIG way! Enjoy these photos, and
wait till you see what’s cooking for VBS in 2021 when we have a whole year
to plan for it!

CHURCH OFFICERS
Elders:

VBS FUN !
Music,
Video Testimonies
Bible Stories,
Snacks, Games,
Crafts, and
MORE!

Committee

Randy Sigler
Teresa Miller
John Busey
Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Mary Ella Mennenga
Tracey Holoch
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Naomi Chaplin

Administration/Worship & Music
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Mission & Outreach
Christian Education
Christian Education, Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development, Worship & Music
Adult Christian Development
Nominating Committee
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Clerk of Session/
Adult Christian Development

Session is currently scheduled to next meet on
Wednesday, July 8th at 6 p.m.
Minutes will be available, after approval, in the office.
Deacons:

Deacon of the
Month

Teresha Bossingham
Rick Gaffney
Scott Graves
Barb Monical
Mary Sigler
Angie Timm

March, April
June, October
August
February ‘20, ‘21
December
Sept., Jan. ‘21

Responsibility
Assignments
Co-Moderator
Funeral Meals
Funeral Meals
Cards/Visits
Co-Moderator
Wedding/Baby Showers

All Deacons share the responsibilities of Transportation and Meals.

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail: leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

PASTOR ANNIE’S OFFICE HOURS
Mon. & Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (or by appointment)
The church office is open from 8:30 am until 3:00 pm,
Mon. - Thurs. as was done prior to closing for COVID-19.
While we’ve entered Phase 4 of “Restore Illinois”, we still respectfully request that you conduct as much church business as possible
over the phone or with email. If you need to meet with Pastor Annie
or one of the church staff, please call ahead and then exercise social distancing while
in the church building, wearing a mask if you are physically capable. This not only
helps to protect you, but also our church employees.

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Kathryn Morris, Secretarial Assistant
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