We know that we live in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit.
1 John 4:13
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“All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of
Jesus, as well as his brothers.” –Acts 1:14

Transition isn’t easy. For years I lived in it- always keeping my things in a different
place, ready to move my life out of a dorm room and into another house for the
summer. Then back to the dorm room to continue a life in transition. I spent 7 years
living like this… and 10 years later, I am incredibly grateful to have purchased a
house I can make a home. Yes, I’m still living a bit in transition as I stare at the
piles of boxes in my garage, trying to figure out how to unpack those that have
become foundational to the entire packed box structure…knowing the only way
I’ll get to them is to unpack the others, even though I have no idea where to put
their contents.
Well, we’ve hit a transition again here at FUPC, and sometimes it feels like it’s just
like Acts. We’re losing someone dearly loved by this whole community, and are
figuring out the next stages of our programs- what’s the future of our ministries?
Where do we belong?
So, once again, let’s look at Acts. The entire book is about the biggest transition
ever- the beginning of the church. How would the disciples move on with Jesus
gone? Who was the message for if most of their fellow Jews were rejecting the
Word, even forcing them out of Jerusalem, where Jesus had told them to start out
preaching? How would they move to the ends of the earth? How could the message
possibly spread that far?
I don’t know that these thoughts went through the apostles’ heads, especially after
the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. But they absolutely had some major adjustments
to make; many followers were scattered by Saul’s persecution. The apostles had to
face Saul as he changed into Paul, the man Christ was calling to spread the Gospel
far and wide, a terrifying thought since his persecutions were still fresh in their
minds. There were disagreements, and struggles, and martyrdoms. Disciples
devoted themselves to prayer. They proclaimed the gospel. And in so many verses,
we also hear about the church growing (Acts 2:41, 2:47, 5:14, 9:31).
In the Book of Acts, Luke shows us, again and again, how God is at work. I’ve been
preaching about that presence and work a lot and, honestly, it seems like an act of
God that we are going through this particular book as we face our own time of transition. So as we search, as we consider and take our next steps, I have a few requests:
be in prayer, listening for how God might be leading us. Pray for us, as leaders-for
the Spirit of wisdom and discernment. Listen and consider how God might work
through you and others in this time of transition. For God is at work, here and now.
Blessings and Peace,
~Pastor Annie

Walking with God through
Times of Change

We first welcomed Kerri Cordray as our youth leader in 2001 and
quickly connected with her for her energy, gentle nature and obvious
love of the Lord. After leaving us for a new job opportunity in 2005,
we were so grateful when she returned to our church family in 2011.
Now are hearts are heavy as we have to say goodbye again. We all
wish her a fond farewell as she begins a new journey at St. John’s
Lutheran Church, doing what she does best: leading young lives to
Christ. Our prayers and best wishes go with her.
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Kathryn Morris has joined our staff, serving as
office secretary on Mondays.
Many of you may already know Kathryn as
she is an area native and a graduate of LHS.
She moved back to LeRoy after living much of
her life in the Washington D.C. area.
Welcome
Kathryn!

We hope you’ll stop in to introduce yourself
and welcome Kathryn to LeRoy FUPC!

August 10th
8:00 A.M. - NOON
Please come help us spruce things up around our
church home.
Varied projects will be available for everyone’s skills and talents as
we clean, organize and beautify our property.

By Marty Dean

The Guardian by Beverly Lewis
Imagine a child gone missing and not calling 911. Such is the
way for the Old Order Amish folk in Beverly Lewis' book, The
Guardian. Home to Hickory Hollow where, once again, Beverly
Lewis weaves a web of high drama, peace, tranquility, turmoil,
and angst in tandem with a gentle story.
As a fan of her books, non-communication creates all manner of
havoc as worlds and customs collide/coexist. Lewis' Amish fiction
has been translated into 11 different languages and has graced the
New York Times and USA Today bestseller lists time and again.
Our library has a vast array of her books along with other notable
Amish fiction authors.

The TLC (Tender Loving Christians) group will
resume meeting in October (day and time TBD).
We know that’s not for a few months, but we’re
excited about offering crochet lessons to anyone interested in learning this skill. Pencil us
in on your calendar for this fall!!!
Pastor Annie wants everyone to know that
while her posted office hours are on Mondays
and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.,
she is available to meet with you at other
times as well.
Give her a call at 962-5011, 631-655-2356
or email at rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
to set up a time that is convenient for you to
meet.

ENDLESS
BUZZ
Kerri Cordray
This summer our VBS theme was God is Good. We learned no matter
what life brings God's love and faithfulness remain. As many of you
may have already heard, God is moving me to a new position at
St. John's Lutheran Church in Bloomington. It is with a heavy heart
I prepare to close up my time as Director of Youth Ministries at First
United Presbyterian Church. Goodbyes are never easy, especially as
I think about all of the amazing people who have made a huge
impact on my heart and life forever! Please know I will always treasure
memories made with so many special children and teens, not to
mention each of your families. I smile, recalling memories of energized
children filling our church each Tuesday for LEAP, teens traveling the
town on their annual Christmas Scavenger Hunt and all the countless
memories made during our summer camps...oh, where do I begin?
The memories most special to me include children's heads bowing in
prayer, moments of passionate worship with hands held high in praise,
and candles lit representing their lives dedicated to shining the light of
Christ in this dark world. I will always give thanks for the many lives
impacted over the past eight years together. A camp pastor recently
prayed, "when success comes our way, may we have the humility to
duck and give God the glory." As I depart, it is with a humble heart that
I duck and point all praise, thanks, and glory to Him alone - for He is
worthy!
You are in my prayers now and forevermore. My heart overflows with
so much love for each of you! If you are available, I encourage you to
join us for worship on Sunday, August 4, as this will be my last Sunday
serving our church. It would mean a lot to me to say our goodbyes as
we worship God together. We will also be able to hear from our camp
students as they share powerful testimonies of God's work through
their camp experiences. I am looking forward to this time together!
Once again I am truly grateful for the opportunities we have had to
grow closer to our Lord together. Please stay in touch as I will continue
to seek your friendship. May the Lord bless you always!
Your forever friend and sister in Christ,
Kerri

for

Kerri Cordray
Director of Student Ministries
\

Sunday, August 4th
Following the Worship Service

Please join us on Sunday, August 4th, for a reception
following the worship service to bid farewell to Kerri. A
meal will be served. Please bring a side dish to share.
Also we would like to invite you to contribute a card or
note with a favorite memory for Kerri and/or a photo.
These can be brought to the church by or before Thursday, Aug. 1st to be added to a photo album in advance.
They can also be brought on Sunday, Aug. 4th. 4 x 6
printed photos are preferred.

Philippians 4:7

Due to a lack of time for adequate preparation of the quality
program everyone has come to expect (an unfortunate result
of the recent resignation of our youth director) it has been
decided to postpone our LEAP program until further notice.
Any registration fees already received will soon be refunded.
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Elders:
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Scott Tucker
Bryon Owens
Mary Ella Mennenga
Bonnie Crumbaugh
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Naomi Chaplin

Committee
Administration
Administration/Worship & Music
Administration/Mission & Outreach/
Nominating Committee
Administration/Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development
Adult Christian Development
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Christian Education
Clerk of Session/
Adult Christian Development

Session next meets on Tuesday, August 13
Session Minutes are available, after approval, in the office.
Deacons:
Class of 2019
Leann Gaffney
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Steve Myers
Anna Rayburn
Class of 2020
Rick Gaffney
Amber Owens
Jan Owens
Monica Stengel
Keisha Tucker
Class of 2021
Amy Graves
Barb Monical
Mary Sigler
Angie Timm

Deacon of the
Month
September
March
February
July

Responsibility
Assignments
Co-Moderator
Secretary
Transportation
Moderator

November
April
January 2020
August
June

Funeral Dinners
Meals for Shut-ins
Kitchen Supplies
Nominating Committee
Funeral Dinners

May
February 2020
December
October

Funeral Dinners
Cards/Visits
Meals for Shut-ins
Wedding/Baby Showers

This year’s Hop On For Hope bicycle ride will
be on Saturday, August. 3rd. The ride benefits
children at Village of Hope, a special needs
orphanage owned by Dick and Marcia West’s
daughter and family, the Blocks, in Guatemala.
Sign-in is from 6-9 a.m. at the LeRoy Methodist parking lot. For $20 you
can have fun, food and a beautiful ride near Moraine View Park. See
Hoponforhope.com for more info.
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Spirit of Peoria
Riverboat Cruise
August 15th
Those who signed up to attend the RiverLife Gospel Music Lunch
Cruise, please meet at the Church at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday,
Aug. 15th. We’ll travel together in the church van for the Noon
boarding time.

JULY ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

July 7

88

July 14

104

July 21

93

July 28

68

Average Attendance

MISSION TRIP

88

What: Mission Trip to help with rebuilding
post-Hurricane Michael
Who: All ages from Second Presbyterian in
Bloomington and FUPC in LeRoy
When: Oct 12 - Oct 19, 2019
Where: Florida Panhandle

We have a great opportunity to join with Second Presbyterian on an intergenerational Mission Trip to the Florida panhandle to help with rebuilding after
Hurricane Michael came through last year. After talking to Second Presbyterian,
the group's plan is to meet at their church on Saturday, October 12, to drive down
to the local camp of Dogwood Acres, where Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is
working. Arriving by Sunday afternoon will give time to settle in before starting
to work on Monday. The group will get back on Saturday, October 19.
If interested or for more information, contact Pastor Annie.

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail: leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
CHURCH OFFICE
Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Closed on Fridays

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
Kathryn Morris, Secretarial Assistant

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com

Everyone enjoyed a wonderful
fellowship opportunity on
June 30th with a Luau themed
potluck. Fried chicken was
provided by the Adult Christian
Development Committee.

Wilmore, Kentucky

Green Lake Wisconsin

Deacon of the Month
Monica Stengel
Sunday
28

Monday
29

Tuesday
30

Wednesday
31

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Saturday
3

OFFICE CLOSED

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

4

CAMP SUNDAY

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Reception for Kerri

5

6

7

8
Rita Out of Office

9:00 AM Bible Study

Rita Out of Office

9

10

OFFICE CLOSED

8:00 AM - Noon

Church Work Day
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

11

12

9:00 AM Worship Service

9:00 AM Bible Study

13
Rita Out of Office

14
Rita Out of Office

19

9:00 AM Worship Service

9:00 AM Bible Study

Rita Out of Office

16

17

OFFICE CLOSED

10:30 AM Riverboat
Gospel Lunch Cruise

4:00 PM Community Mercy
Fund Meeting at UMC

18

15

7:00 PM SESSION

7:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

20

21

22

23

24

OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 PM Fall Festival
Practice in Sanctuary

6:30 PM CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

25

26

27

9:00 AM Worship Service

9:00 AM Bible Study

7:00 PM ADMINISTRATION
MEETING

28

29

30
OFFICE CLOSED

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

31

