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Life Of
Contemplation
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For the past month or so, we’ve been doing a
series called Beguiled by Beauty. Based on an
upcoming book by Dr. Wendy Farley, we’ve looked at how we are
loved by God:
*That we have to water ourselves to be able to water other life.
*That our essence is warmed by God’s presence, and we are therefore
to offer that warmth to others.
*That there is beauty in the imperfections of life and we can offer
grace for those imperfections.
*That creation and our Creator are full of mystery; the more we
know, the more we realize we don’t know. Wonder and awe
lead to the care of creation.
*That everyone, including each of us, is beautiful in the eyes of our
Beloved Creator.
*And this week, we’ll remember that a contemplative life can prepare
us to become instruments of God’s Goodness.
Two things are happening right now that can actually be great opportunities to more fully live out what we have learned: COVID and Racism.
Racism has come to the forefront and continues to show that it is an issue
across our nation, and around the world. Sitting back and being quiet
when others are espousing racist ideologies or defending racist policies
is no longer an option. Our racism study on Sunday mornings has been
going well, so we will be offering the same study on ZOOM on Monday
nights at 7pm, starting August 3rd. The Meeting ID is 835 5177 5828
and the passcode is 528768. Let me know if you’d like more information.
COVID-19 has hit many people hard, and not in the exact same ways.
For some of us, our greatest worry is passing it on to others. For others,
getting it in the first place is the scary part.

So we do what we can. Masks seem to be stopping the spread. The
droplets can go 6 ft with normal breathing, but when we project (like with
singing) or when we sneeze or cough, those droplets go further. And air
conditioning recirculates the air and all of those droplets instead of dispersing them like when we’re outside. The longer we are together, the
more particles are recirculated.
We cannot live in fear. And we cannot stay isolated forever. But we can
wear masks. We can keep our distance with air hugs and actually hugging
only those few who are part of our quarantine group at the time. And we
can wash our hands regularly and use hand sanitizer, protecting ourselves
as well as others.

So when we are able to worship together inside, we will be asking you to
please wear your mask. We will have disposable masks available if you
forget yours or don’t have one. If you need to take it off, please feel free to
slip outside at any time during the service to take a break and remove it.
Wearing a mask and learning together about racism are two ways that we
can continue the life of Contemplation we’ve learned a little about as we
see the beauty of all who have been created in God’s Divine image and
better extend the love of Christ to all we encounter.
Blessings and Peace,
~Pastor Annie

Returning to Inside Worship.
What to expect.
•

•

•

•
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•

•
•

As soon as our Sanctuary air conditioning
is up and running (we're HOPING for
August 9th) the plan is to start holding
worship inside the building again!
Things to know about the indoor service
precautions are:

If you feel ill, please remain at home in order to not infect other
members of our church family.
Everyone's temperature will be taken as they enter with a noncontact infrared thermometer.
Face masks are recommended; masks will be available at the door
or bring your own.
Non-contact hand sanitizer stations will be available at each entrance.
The church will be sanitized before and after every service.
Social distancing by voluntarily sitting in "every other" pew and six
feet from other others outside of your own family is requested.
On Sundays that communion is served we will be using prefilled
cups/wafers in individual packaging. Please dispose of the empty
packaging in the waste receptacles after the service.
The nursery will not be open for children.
The congregation will remain seated when singing and during
readings. There will be no Passing of the Peace.

In the meantime, we will continue to hold outdoor worship services every
Sunday at 9 a.m., rain or shine. Please bring a lawn chair and practice social
distancing while in attendance. We ask that you remain at home if you are
not feeling well. Videos of the service will be posted on Facebook.

By Marty Dean

Love Does by Bob Goff
(available in our church library)
8/01
8/02
8/03
8/05
8/06
8/07

Sarah Hill
Josie Hill
Lynsey Gaffney
Bobbi Murfin
Marisa Larkin
Jennifer Toohill

8/11
8/11
8/11
8/17
8/18
8/19

John Murfin
Scott Graves
Thomas Toohill
Renae Hardesty
Abby Wood
Vonette Miller

8/23
8/27
8/29
8/30
8/31
8/31

Jenny Mennenga
Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Steve Myers
Gary Brent
Annie McMillan

8/05 Amanda & Brett Hill
8/08 Judy & Dennis McCormick
8/11 Mary & Randy Sigler

Dennis and Judy McCormick will celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary on August 8h. They are parents
of Jason (Emily) McCormick of Colfax and Liz
(Will) Cresap of White Heath. They have
3 grandchildren: Tyler McCormick
and Ben and Sarah Cresap.

We are sad to relay the news that our secretarial
assistant, Kathryn Morris, has decided to retire
(for the 2nd time) and will no longer be the person
that greets you on Mondays here at FUPC.
Kathryn joined our staff in July of 2019 after
moving back to her hometown of LeRoy. We
wish her well as she enjoys a bit more time with
personal endeavors!

The foreword to Love Does sums up the very notion of this
book--love has hands and feet--going beyond thought and
theory. A New York Times bestseller, Love Does covers the
escapades of author Bob Goff. In his younger days, the author
was driven personally and professionally by love. The author
spent three years trying to win over the attention of his wife
before she agreed to their 1st date. Law school was a closed
door due to insufficient academic standing. Undeterred, for
seven days Bob Goff sat outside the dean's office door before
given the green light to enroll. After a successful law career,
author Bob Goff went on to serve as Honorary Consul for the
Republic of Uganda to the United States and spearhead the nonprofit, Love Does. The global foundation seeks to guard the
rights of children along with providing sustainable opportunities.
Clearly an overachiever driven by love.

It’s another
event coming soon!
LEAP aged students (geared for K-5th grades) will
tentatively meet at the church on Thurs., Aug. 6th
and LOOP aged students (geared for 6th - 12th
grades) will meet at the church on Fri., Aug. 7th.
Look for Dana’s monthly youth newsletter for all the details!

Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

What are you scared of? When I was very young, I had a very strong
(and very weird) fear of pineapples! I don’t know why—maybe it was
the spiny, aggressive look, but I was so terrified, I could not even touch
them! And this was a fact that my dad would frequently exploit when
we went grocery shopping. He’d come up to me in the grocery store,
saying, “Dana, I have a surprise for you!” Naturally, I’d get all excited,
wanting to see the surprise, only to be greeted by my dad pulling a pineapple from behind his back. I’d run away shrieking and crying in the
store through the aisles, dad would laugh hysterically, and mom would
just give dad the stink eye for embarrassing everyone.
Fifty years later, I’m not scared of pineapples. True, they ARE a little
freaky looking, but I’ve long since reached a place where they don’t
cause a terror reaction anymore. Why? I don’t know—to this day I
STILL couldn’t definitively tell you what it was about pineapples that
would set me into a panic when I was a toddler! But I know now what
I didn’t know when I was two years old—there’s nothing actually scary
about pineapples. The more I learned about pineapples, the less there
was about them that could scare me. But pineapples remind me about
why it’s such a good idea to stay in God’s Word. Like those pineapples,
the more I learn about God, and what’s to come, the more I realize how
amazing eternity with my Savior will be, and how much joy there will
be. Even more, the more I read, the more I realize how much Jesus has
overcome through His work on the cross, and how little the stuff life
throws at me compares to the glory to come. Yeah, I know, COVID is
still around, and it’s not fun, and no one really knows what the future
will hold for life as we know it (and don’t get me started about it being
an election year….) But David provides us with a great reality check in
Psalm 56:4: “In God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal man
do to me?” Through all of the uncertainty and questions, God is STILL
sovereign, STILL in control, and STILL cannot and will not be turned
aside by the machinations of the world.

An on-line version of the “Facing Racism”
study will begin Monday, August 3rd for
those who were not able to join the group
on Sunday mornings.

CHURCH OFFICERS
Elders:

Committee

uploads/facing_racism/facing-racism-study-guide.pdf

Randy Sigler
Teresa Miller
John Busey
Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Mary Ella Mennenga
Tracey Holoch

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83551775828?pwd=YVdvYWQxbmVweS83U2d0RHdWc2gvZz09

Bonnie Crumbaugh
Naomi Chaplin

Put together by the PCUSA in 2016, this study has a strong biblical basis
and includes multiple questions for conversation. If interested, the study
guide can be found at https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/site_media/media/

The meeting ID is 835 5177 5828 and the passcode is 528768; or dial in
at 312-626-6799
Confirmation classes will begin in early September.
Dana will be leading prospective confirmands on a
journey to become life-long disciples of Jesus Christ
within the Presbyterian Church.
If wishing to join this group of youth, please contact
Dana at the church.

And my God will meet all your needs
according to his glorious
riches in Christ Jesus.

Administration/Worship & Music
Christian Education
Christian Education, Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development, Worship & Music
Adult Christian Development
Nominating Committee
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Clerk of Session/
Adult Christian Development

Session is currently scheduled to next meet on
Wednesday, August 12th at 6 p.m.
Minutes will be available, after approval, in the office.
Deacons:

Deacon of the
Month

Teresha Bossingham
Rick Gaffney
Scott Graves
Barb Monical
Mary Sigler
Angie Timm

March, April
June, October
August
February ‘20, ‘21
December
Sept., Jan. ‘21

Responsibility
Assignments
Co-Moderator
Funeral Meals
Funeral Meals
Cards/Visits
Co-Moderator
Wedding/Baby Showers

All Deacons share the responsibilities of Transportation and Meals.

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail:

Philippians 4:19

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

PASTOR ANNIE’S OFFICE HOURS
Mon. & Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (or by appointment)
Pastor Annie will be on vacation beginning
Aug. 11th through the 16th while her parents
are here visiting. She will be back in the office
on Monday, Aug. 17th.
She will also be out of the office on Monday, Aug. 31st.

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
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Sunday
26

27

Tuesday
28

Wednesday
29

Thursday
30

Friday
31

Saturday
1

OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION
MEETING

2

3

4

5

7:00 PM On-line “Facing
Racism” Study

10

11
Pastor Annie
on vacation
through Aug. 16th

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM "Facing Racism" Study
7:00 PM On-line “Facing
Racism” Study

16

17

6

18

6:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

12

13

6:00 PM Facebook Prayer
Video
6:00 PM SESSION

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

19

20

15

21

22

24

6:00 PM Facebook Prayer
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
Video
(AA)

25

26

27

28

29

OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 AM Worship Service

9:00 AM Worship Service

14

OFFICE CLOSED
7:00 PM On-line “Facing
Racism” Study

30

8

OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 AM Worship Service

23

7

OFFICE CLOSED
6:00 PM Facebook Prayer LEAP Light Saber Event LOOP Light Saber Event
(Geared for K-5th)
(Geared for 6-12th)
Video

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM "Facing Racism" Study

9

6:00 PM Facebook Prayer 8:00 PM Serenity Circle
Video
(AA)

7:00 PM On-line “Facing
Racism” Study

6:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION
MEETING

31

1

6:00 PM Facebook Prayer
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
Video
(AA)

2

Pastor Annie
Out of Office
6:00 PM Facebook Prayer
Video

3

4

5

