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The Holy Spirit has been sent to us and gives us courage to live
spirit-filled lives for Christ. The Church, which is the body of Christ,
exemplifies discipleship as a way of living. Our sins are immense and
pervasive, and yet God has forgiven us beyond measure; therefore we
are to forgive others. And God will be victorious over death and evil,
shaping the world into the Kingdom that Christ proclaimed.

Anyone else ready for everything
to go back to normal? For football
games, and fellowship, and going to the movie theater. For
masks to be unnecessary- whether due to the fear kindled when
a sea of noses and mouths are visible, or the frustration of having
to run back to the car to get one before grabbing a few necessities at the store.

Nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord.

It’s going to be awhile until we’re fully “back to normal”, and while
that’s hard to swallow sometimes, it’s what’s happening. The
world seems to be going crazy between COVID19, wild natural
disasters like 11,000 lightning strikes causing wildfires and
dueling hurricanes, and racial tensions rising as we continue to
witness deaths and shootings. Protests continue with more and
more new reasons to come together and say “This is wrong.” In
this election year, even the truth can be hard to sort out from lies
and manipulation.

Returning to Inside
Worship.
What to expect.

In times like these, when the world seems to be going crazy, we
need to get back to basics. Let’s turn to the oldest Truth we
know: “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and Earth…”
Last year, the adult Sunday School class focused on learning
more about what we believe to be able to write individual statements of faith. Confirmation class will be happening this year,
which includes a statement of faith. So I thought we would look a
little more in depth at the Affirmation of Faith we’ve been reciting
the past month or so while worshiping outside: The Apostles’
Creed. Let’s learn more about God our Father and Creator, the
Son Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, the church, forgiveness, and
resurrection.
God continues to be with us, no matter what is happening, and
God calls us to learn, worship and praise, and serve. So each
week we’ll affirm what we believe by looking a little deeper at
what we mean when we say the Apostle’s Creed. Our Creator
expands far beyond any picture we paint or box we try to cram
God into. Jesus is God’s only Son- 100% human and 100% God.

Blessings and Peace,
~Pastor Annie

We are happy to announce that we have
moved our worship service back into the
Sanctuary!
Things to know about the indoor service
precautions are:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

If you feel ill, please remain at home in order to not infect other
members of our church family.
Everyone's temperature will be taken by an usher as they enter with
a non-contact infrared thermometer.
Face masks are recommended; masks will be available at the door
or bring your own. Please dispose of disposable masks in waste
receptacles as you leave.
Non-contact hand sanitizer stations will be available at each entrance.
The church will be sanitized before and after every service.
Social distance by voluntarily sitting in "every other" pew and six
feet from other others outside of your own family.
On Sundays that communion is served we will be using prefilled
cups/wafers in individual packaging. Please dispose of the empty
packaging in the waste receptacles after the service.
The children’s nursery will not be open.
The congregation will remain seated when singing and during
Inside Worship
hasberesumed!
readings.
There will
no Passing of the Peace.
What to expect.

Videos of the service will continue to be posted on Facebook for those who
may not yet feel comfortable attending in person.

By Marty Dean

**New Books**
*8/31 Logan Stengel
9/01 Noah Conn
9/03 Jason McCormick
9/04 Tim Larkin
9/05 Chris Sinnott
9/07 Charlie Bossingham
9/09 Darrin Walker
9/10 Maura Larkin
9/11 Brian Cordray
9/11 Joslyn Baughman
9/11 Jacob Baughman

9/13
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/17
9/18
9/19
9/21
9/24
9/24

9/24
9/25
9/25
9/26
9/26
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/28
9/28
9/30

Dennis McCormick
LeAnn Gaffney
Tyson Brent
Pat Smith
Lee Norfleet
Teresha Bossingham
Dana Miller
Izzie Owens
Oleda Woodrey
Tim Sigler

Amber Leathers
Ray Cormier
Jillian Mohr
Janet Brent
Keith Builta
Noah Stengel
Nikki Egan
Kim Builta
Eric Myers
Caroline Toohill
Adrienne Underhill

* Inadvertently omitted from last month’s birthday list.

9/01 Ashley & Tim Sigler
9/03 Teresa & G.J. Miller
9/06 Ann & Charles Price
9/08 Linda & Rod Ramsey
9/11 Monica & Eric Stengel

9/12
9/14
9/20
9/25
9/28

Keisha & Scott Tucker
Kim & Keith Builta
Maggie & Jeff Baughman
Nicole & Chris Houser
Mindy & Jarrett Cox

OFFICE HELP NEEDED
We’re looking for someone to work one (6 hour) day a week in
the church office (preferably Mondays) from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Applicants should be familiar and comfortable using
Microsoft Office programs such as Word and Excel and
willing to learn how to use Access and Publisher.
If you or someone you know would like more information,
please contact Pastor Annie (631-655-2356) or at
rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com

The Jesus Chronicles - Luke's Story
a novel by Tim LaHaye & Jerry Jenkins
New York Times bestselling authors team up once again for their 3rd
book in The Jesus Chronicles series. Luke's Story includes interviews
with Christ's inner circle, miracles, and conversion stories drawing in
non-believers and those marginalized by society.
Boundaries {updated & expanded}
by Dr. Henry Cloud & Dr. John Townsend
A New York Times bestseller with over 2 million copies sold, the
book's cover says it all--When to Say Yes and How to Say No to Take
Control of Your Life. Though penned years prior to our present day
pandemic, sound principles of structuring our precious God-given time
and energy remain constant.
Godspeed and happy reading!

Thank you so much to our church family for all your prayers,
love, and support thru the passing of Cyndee’s parents. Thank
you also for the memorial made to Retrieving Freedom. It is
greatly appreciated.
With Love, Steve & Cyndee
Thank you so much for your outpouring of love and generosity as we welcomed
baby Diana into our lives. Your messages, gifts, support, but most importantly,
your prayers, have been much appreciated. We look forward to worshipping with
you all again and introducing you to Diana.
Much love, Brett & Amanda Hill & family
Thank you for your thoughtfulness. Dad will be missed. He left a legacy of love
for his family and for farming.
The Family of Clarence Thorpe
(Mary Neubauer)

Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

I’ve been with First United for six months now (has it really been six
months already?), and if you’ve learned anything about me over these past
few months, you’ve learned that I am a meticulous planner. From planning
out VBS, to youth events, to Sunday School lessons and curriculum for
confirmation, I like knowing what to expect. I don’t like surprises that
throw wrenches into my carefully constructed plans.
Unfortunately, COVID has proven to be a giant discount hardware store,
casually tossing wrenches, chainsaws, hammers, and any other tools at
everything resembling my “plans.” You’d think I would know better by
now. The Bible warns us not to rely to put our hope in tomorrow by our
own hands. James 4:13-14 tells us this: “Come now, you who say, ‘Today
or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there
and engage in business and make a profit.’ Yet you do not know what your
life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little
while and then vanishes away.” Now this is not to say that we shouldn’t
plan ahead—in fact Proverbs is full of Solomon’s wisdom about the need
for planning ahead in wisdom and counsel, and not acting rashly.
Still, COVID has made advance planning virtually impossible. I just don’t
know what Sunday School, or youth group activities, will look like in October, because I can’t even predict whether or not we will be able to gather
together at all! But Jesus asks us to put our trust in Him, not our own vision
of our well planned future. Jesus reminds us in Matthew 6:33-34, “Seek
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
to you. Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow, for tomorrow will care
for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” Every day I must
remind myself to keep my trust in God and His plan, not my plan. That
focus on God’s plan is why Paul could say with boldness in Romans 8:18,
“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”
For now, it is enough that I remember that God provided miracle after
miracle in bringing my family and me out to Illinois, that He has a plan
for my life and for the youth of our church, and that is sufficient for me.

Now that schools are back, it’s time to start thinking
about Confirmation class!
Confirmation class will be open for youth entering 7 th, 8th, or
9th grade. This extended study will take a deep dive into
matters of faith. The goal of this special class is to make the
leap from knowing of God better to knowing God better, making faith more personal,
more real. In order to do this, we’ll be studying other religions to see how and why
Christians are different, studying the Bible and the history of the church, learning
about cornerstones of the Christian faith such as the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments, and making all this unique in a way that makes faith personal to each
member of class. Confirmation class starts the week of September 6 th, so if you
haven’t yet signed up, make sure you contact Dana at the church to register!

See You at the Pole is a prayer rally where students meet
at the school flagpole before school to lift up their friends,
families, teachers, school, and nation to God. It is a studentinitiated, student-organized, and student-led event.
LeRoy’s See You at the Pole event is tentatively scheduled to be held on Wednesday,
Sept. 23rd, at Bowman Park (across from High School). A light breakfast would be
served at 7:30 a.m. followed by a devotional. Please watch for updates. An event is
not currently being planned for the Elementary School.
Welcome to the LeRoy Community Food Pantry’s new
directors, Jason and Paula Ingram!
Beginning in September the Food Pantry will be open
from 5-6 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each
month (instead of every Monday) to align with the
needs of the majority of families using the pantry.
While many items at the pantry are obtained from Midwest Food Bank, the items
obtained from them are random and not always the main staples that most people
are needing. Jason & Paula’s goal is to distribute a box of pantry staples to each
family then supplementing with Midwest Food Bank items. (There will also be
tables from which each family can choose.)
Donation items they will need each month are: Canned vegetables (carrots,
green beans, corn, mixed vegetables), canned fruit (peaches, pears, mixed
fruit, mandarin oranges, pineapple), spaghetti and pasta sauce, macaroni and
cheese, instant potatoes, peanut butter, jelly, instant oatmeal, canned tuna, box
skillet meals (like Hamburger Helper), applesauce, soup (chicken noodle,
vegetable, tomato), rice/noodle flavored pouches & pancake mix.
Donations can be brought to our church office or taken directly to the LeRoy
Christian Church where the Food Pantry is located. Volunteers will also be
needed...a Sign-Up-Genius link will be available soon!
Your help is needed and appreciated!

CHURCH OFFICERS

The Monday Morning Bible Study group will resume meeting
on September 14th at 9:00 a.m. in the downstairs fellowship
hall. A study of the Book of Job will begin that date; contact
Naomi Chaplin as soon as possible if a book is needed.

Elders:

Social distancing will be observed and masks will be required.
Sunday School Classes will resume on
Sept. 6th at 10:00 a.m.

Come join us!
Called to Serve - September 2020
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
WORSHIP

Sept. 6

Sept. 13

Sept. 20

Sept. 27

Committee

Randy Sigler
John Busey
Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Mary Ella Mennenga
Tracey Holoch

Administration/Worship & Music
Mission & Outreach
Christian Education
Christian Education, Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development, Worship & Music
Adult Christian Development
Nominating Committee
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Naomi Chaplin
Clerk of Session/
Adult Christian Development
Session is currently scheduled to next meet on
Wednesday, September 9th at 6 p.m.
Minutes will be available, after approval, in the office.
Deacons:

Deacon of the
Month

Teresha Bossingham
Rick Gaffney
Scott Graves
Barb Monical
Mary Sigler
Angie Timm

March, April
June, October
August
February ‘20, ‘21
December
Sept., Jan. ‘21

Responsibility
Assignments
Co-Moderator
Funeral Meals
Funeral Meals
Cards/Visits
Co-Moderator
Wedding/Baby Showers

All Deacons share the responsibilities of Transportation and Meals.

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail:
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

PASTOR ANNIE’S OFFICE HOURS
Mon. & Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (or by appointment)

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com

Sunday
30

Monday
31

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Friday
4

5
OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 AM Outdoor Worship Service
NO “Facing Racism”
Study this evening

6

Saturday

7

6:00 PM Facebook Prayer
Video
6:00 PM WORSHIP &
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
MUSIC
(AA)

8

9

10

11

12
OFFICE CLOSED

9:00 AM Worship Service (Indoor)
10:00 AM Sunday School

OFFICE
CLOSED 4:30 PM Community

Confirmation Classes begin this week

Mercy Ministry Meeting
7:00 PM Online "Facing
Racism" Study

13

14

9:00 AM Worship Service (Indoor)
10:00 AM Sunday School

9:00 AM Bible Study

15

6:00 PM Facebook Prayer
Video
6:00 PM SESSION
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

16

7:00 PM Online “Facing
Racism” Study

20

21

22

9:00 AM Worship Service (Indoor)
10:00 AM Sunday School

9:00 AM Bible Study

6:00 PM

28
9:00 AM Bible Study

19

6:30 PM DEACONS

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

23

24

25

26
OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 PM Facebook Prayer 8:00 PM Serenity Circle
Video
(AA)

7:00 PM Online “Facing
Racism” Study

9:00 AM Worship Service (Indoor)
10:00 AM Sunday School

18
OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 PM Facebook Prayer
Video

27

17

29

30

1

2
OFFICE
CLOSED

6:00 PM Facebook Prayer 8:00 PM Serenity Circle
Video
(AA)

3

