The Grass withers & flowers fade, but
the Word of our GOD stands forever.
Isaiah 40:8
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He is like a tree

Planted by streams
of water,
which yields its fruit in
season and whose leaf
does not wither.

Whatever he does
prospers.
Psalm 1:1-3

And at 7:00 p.m. on October 19, the ZOOM study will continue with a study
of Michelle Alexander’s book The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in an
Age of Colorblindness. First published in 2010, this book remains relevant.

October 2020
Last year, I went to a conference called
Kaleidoscope. There we learned about
stewardship and resources, and I was first
introduced to Eric Law’s Holy Currencies. One
of the first activities we did all together involved four people receiving
stacks of neon-green slips of paper. The goal was to be the one with
less: whenever we encountered someone with fewer than we had, we
were to share our own until we had fewer than they did. In no time, I
had received some green slips and was looking around me to see who
had fewer than I had. After about 5 minutes, we all had 2 or 3 slips
each.
This exercise introduced me to one of Law’s main premises in his book:
currency should flow. See there are six different currencies: money,
time/place, gracious leadership, relationship, truth, and wellness. When
we have a worldly mindset that there isn’t enough, we are more likely
to hoard what we have and try to collect more, ultimately focusing on
what we can get from others instead of what we can give. For church
ministry to be sustainable, all of these currencies must continuously
flow. So we’re going to learn about them together! This Sunday
(October 4), the Adult Sunday School class will be learning about Eric
Law’s Holy Currencies: 6 Blessings for Sustainable Missional Ministries.
We’ll start with the introductory chapters on Oct 4, then on Oct 11
we will begin our focus on individual currencies with the currency of
Gracious Leadership.
So if you’re interested in learning more, come join us!
If Sunday mornings don’t work for you, or if you’re interested in a more
in depth book study, we will also be meeting at 2pm on Thursdays
(starting Oct.1) to discuss the book as we read it together. If you’d like
to join us but don’t have the book, feel free to come for the introductory discussion, and I would be happy to work with you to get the book.
My hope is that as we learn more about each of these currencies, we
can see how our church is already giving and receiving each, as well as
ways to grow as we continue to discern how God is working here at and
through First United Presbyterian Church of LeRoy.
Blessings & Peace,
~ Pastor Annie

As the book jacket states: “Alexander shows that, by targeting black men
through the War on Drugs and decimating communities
of color, the U.S. criminal justice system functions as a
contemporary system of racial control.” This book is a next
step in our study of racism as we consider one of the ways
racism is systemic.
Join the Zoom Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83551775828?
pwd=YVdvYWQxbmVweS83U2d0RHdWc2gvZz09
or dial 312-626-6799
Meeting ID: 835 5177 5828; Passcode: 528768

Sunday School is held every Sunday morning during worship
time. Immediately following the children’s time, all youth K 5th grade are invited to join Mr. Dana for class to be held in the
upstairs nursery area.

The adult Sunday School class will begin meeting at
10 a.m. each week starting this Sunday and will be
based on the book “Holy Currencies”. (See Pastor
Annie’s article on the previous page).
Pastor Annie will also be leading a more in depth
study of this book every Thursday afternoon at 2 p.m..
beginning Oct. 1st.

Thanks to the donations many of you
made earlier this year, we have been able
to continue our mission with Compassion
International to support Gabriel Oduori.
Those funds are now nearly depleted and we hope that our congregation
will be equally generous now to replenish this fund for the balance of
the year. A one month sponsorship is $38 but ANY amount would be
welcomed.

Enjoy some
By Marty Dean

Looking over the library table, the following
titles caught my eye:
10/01
10/01
10/01
10/03
10/05
10/07

Brett Bruning
Kamryn Graves
Kelsey Graves
Dick Schudel
Haley Miller
Bob Timm

10/08
10/08
10/11
10/13
10/16
10/16

Lourstine Gaffney
Lana Sigler
Chelsea Grismore
Morgan Mohr
Ann Price
Emmy Owens

10/18
10/19
10/21
10/23
10/26
10/27

Amber Owens
Chris Houser
Madison Timm
Leona Albert
Evelyn Baughman
Barb Kline

We’re happy to introduce the newest member of
our church staff, Debra Golden, who will begin her
duties as assistant secretary on Monday, Oct. 5th.
Debra is retired from the Illinois Farm Bureau where
she most recently worked as an Administrative
Assistant. She and her husband, Garth, now live in
LeRoy after living in Colfax for many years.
Debra (or Debbie/Deb) will be working Mondays and possibly be occasionally
filling in for Rita if she needs to be out of the office.

Our church will again be participating in Operation Christmas Child this year.
You will be invited to take one or more of the special boxes to pack with small fun
toys, hygiene items, school supplies (for either a boy or a girl) along with one
larger “wow” item. There will be suggestions available for different age ranges.
You will not need to wrap the box; only affix one of the available labels indicating
the age/sex of the child for which the box has been prepared.
Boxes will be available at the end of this month and will need to be returned by
or before November 16th so they can be delivered. The church will pay the $9
box requested donation to help cover shipping costs. This Christmas mission
will be sure to bring as much joy to you and your family as it does to the children
receiving the gifts.

Fall Reading!

Still {when all else fades away} - Author Tiffany Nardoni of
Danville, Illinois, chronicles her son's bout with kidney failure,
dialysis, and passing at the tender age of 5. Driven to help others
deal with loss/grief, Tiffany Nardoni's mantra throughout is to be
still and know that He is still God.
God Will Make a Way: What to Do When You Don't Know
What to Do - Best selling co-authors Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr.
John Townsend offer eight precepts to help navigate life's peaks
and valleys. Even when not in crisis mode, the human condition
draws us to seek what may be missing. Like the trending bumper
sticker Not All Who Wander are Lost, the co-authors contend-Sometimes on the Road of Life, Getting Lost is How You Find
Your Way.

We have joined together with the LeRoy
Methodist and Christian churches to help
support the LeRoy Food Pantry. The
Food Pantry operates from 5-6 p.m. on
the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month
at the LeRoy Christian Church and has
seen the demand for food increase in the
past months.

Donation items that our church has volunteered for each month are:
Carrots (100 cans), green beans (100 cans), peaches (50 cans), pears (50
cans), spaghetti (25 boxes/pkgs), pasta sauce (25 jars/cans), macaroni and
cheese (50 boxes), and instant potatoes (25 boxes).
Donations can be brought to the church and they will be delivered to the Food
Pantry. Volunteers are also needed...please check out the Sign-Up-Genius link
in our Constant Contact email!
Your help is needed and appreciated!

6th - 12th Grade Youth
K - 5th Grade Youth
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

 Pizza was eaten.
 Games were played.
 Games featured giant
burritos.
 Mr. Dana was targeted
by giant burritos.
 Repeatedly.
 Much fun was had!

Autumn is an active time around our house, because it’s the season of
the “to do list.” I get some of this in the spring, too, but the fall seems
to be the time in our household that the race is on to get all the home
improvement projects that need doing done. I think it’s because no
one wants to do major projects outside during the winter, and all the
snow and cold make us want to hunker down in our homes and just
ride out the winter, waiting for the spring sunshine and warmer temperatures to return. Right now, however, this means Vonette is busy
racing the clock to get all of the household decorating and home
improvement projects done before the first snow flies. And yes,
this means I frequently get drafted to assist in these projects! Because
we’re still getting used to the new house here, there sure seems to be
a long list of projects!
As for me, I’m simply grateful that I get to do what I love— ministering to the kids and youth of our church and community, teaching them
about the love of Jesus. Paul tells us in Colossians 1:10 that we need
to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects,
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of
God.” Now THAT is a serious “to do list!” Rather than get overwhelmed by such a list, I think it’s helpful to remember that Paul is
simply telling us to live our lives in a way that’s worthy of the amazing gift that the Lord has given us—abundant, eternal life through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. His gift allows us to live our best lives, as
Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:15: “He died for all, that they who
live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and
rose again on their behalf.” So as you knock out your fall “to do lists,”
I encourage you to take a little time to live your best life for Jesus
Christ, serving others for His glory! There WILL be opportunities
to do this with the youth this month, so watch for the upcoming
announcements and be ready to serve Jesus alongside our church kids!

For those of you who missed our latest joint LOOP and
LEAP activity, here's the rundown on what happened:

Called to Serve - October 2020
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
WORSHIP

October 4

October 11

October 18

October 25

T RUNK OR T REAT IS COMING!

CHURCH OFFICERS
Elders:

Committee

Randy Sigler
John Busey
Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Mary Ella Mennenga
Tracey Holoch
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Naomi Chaplin

Administration/Worship & Music
Mission & Outreach
Christian Education
Christian Education, Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development, Worship & Music
Adult Christian Development
Nominating Committee
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Clerk of Session/
Adult Christian Development

Session is currently scheduled to next meet on
Wednesday, October 14th at 6 p.m.
Minutes will be available, after approval, in the office.
Deacons:

Deacon of the
Month

Teresha Bossingham
Beverly Burcham
Jack Burcham
Rick Gaffney
Scott Graves
Barb Monical
Mary Sigler
Tim Sigler
Angie Timm

March, April
October
August
November
December
September

Responsibility
Assignments
Nominating
Funeral Meals
Funeral Meals
Funeral Meals
Funeral Meals
Secretary/Cards/Visits
Moderator
Kitchen Supplies
Wedding/Baby Showers

All Deacons share the responsibilities of Transportation and Meals.

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail:
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

PASTOR ANNIE’S OFFICE HOURS

Mon. & Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (or by appointment)

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com

Sunday
27

Monday
28

9:00 AM INDOOR Worship Service
9:00 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

4

9:00 AM INDOOR Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School (K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School
11:00 AM Confirmation Class

11

9:00 AM INDOOR Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School (K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

18

9:00 AM INDOOR Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School (K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

25

9:00 AM INDOOR Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School (K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School
10:00 AM Confirmation Class
12:30 - 2:30 PM LEAP Bake Sale (at IGA)
3:00 PM TRUNK or TREAT (tentative)

5

9:00 AM Bible Study

12

9:00 AM Bible Study

19

9:00 AM Bible Study

Tuesday
29

Wednesday
30

6

13

20

7:00 PM On-line Book
Study “The New Jim Crow”

9:00 AM Bible Study

6:00 PM Facebook
Prayer Video

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

7

8

10:00 AM MISSION &
OUTREACH
6:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC
6:00 PM Facebook
Prayer Video
7:00 PM CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

Saturday
3

9

10

16

17

23

24

30

31

OFFICE CLOSED

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

6:00 PM SESSION

6:00 PM LEAP (K-5th
Youth Group)

6:00 PM Facebook
Prayer Video

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

21

22

28

6:00 PM Facebook
Prayer Video

OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 PM LOOP (6th-12th
Youth Group)

15

6:00 PM Facebook
Prayer Video

27

2:00 PM Book Study
(“Holy Currency”)

14

6:00 PM
7:00 PM On-line Book
Study “The New Jim Crow”

2:00 PM Book Study
(“Holy Currency”)

Friday
2

6:00 PM LEAP (K-5th
Youth Group)

6:00 PM DEACONS
MEETING

26

Thursday
1

2:00 PM Book Study
(“Holy Currency”)

2:00 PM Book Study
(“Holy Currency”)

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 PM LOOP (6th-12th
Youth Group)
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

29

2:00 PM Book Study
(“Holy Currency”)
6:00 PM Combined LEAP
& LOOP
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

OFFICE CLOSED

