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Pastor Annie McMillan

Finding Joy in God’s Word

First, I want to thank you for all of the gifts and cards for Pastor Appreciation
Month in October, including the gift certificate to Jack’s from the congregation. I’ve felt incredibly blessed as I received each beautiful note. I love being
part of this church and learning more about the small, wonderful town of
LeRoy. Thank you!
Two weeks ago, I was working at the Union coffee shop in Downs when I
overheard a father helping his children with a crossword puzzle. That was
nice in and of itself but then, as I admittedly eavesdropped, I heard what it
was about: different books of the Bible. “This is the first book of the Old
Testament.” They knew that answer, without question. “This book is named
after the brave man with a friend named Caleb.” They knew that one too:
“Joshua.” They were finishing a crossword puzzle for a Wednesday night
church program.
After finishing the crossword puzzle, the kids continued preparing for the
Wednesday night program by reciting the books of the bible, starting with
Genesis. This wasn’t a chore their parents were making them do; it was like
a game! Who could recite the most books in order? How far could they get
if they worked together?
When was the last time you had that enthusiasm for God’s Word?
During October’s First Wednesday Worship, I talked about Psalm 119, where
the psalmist focuses on the importance of God’s Word and Law in our lives.
Verse 111 states: “Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my
heart.” The psalmist knows that God’s word is our ultimate joy.
I think the kids that Wednesday were learning just that- God’s word is a source
of joy for us! And as I’ve come to LEAP and to LOOP & LANDING events,
I’ve seen an enthusiasm and joy that continues into discussions about scripture
and God’s love for all of us. May that enthusiasm for Scripture continue every
day, throughout your life.
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Mason Cordray
Joe Miller
Cole Neubauer
Kenley Downey
Ken Taylor
Elliott Dean
Karen Bruning
Evan Grussing
Pattie Welander
Tracey Holoch
Bryon Owens
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11/25 Londa & Tracey Holoch

November 18th
A coffee and donut fellowship time will begin the day prior to the 9 a.m. worship.
Following worship there will be a social time to view displays highlighting various
moments in our congregation’s history while visiting with church family and
friends. After a meal at 11:00 a.m., we’ll return to the sanctuary for a short hymn
sing and closing prayer.
We’re still looking for items for the displays such as pictures (with dates and names
if possible), church related memorabilia and newspaper articles, favorite recipes
from church events, and any memories you would like to share.
Don’t miss this day that we can join with others in our church family to remember,
reminisce and learn more about our past...all while celebrating our future!

SPAGHETTI & SONG
Nov. 7th ~ 6:00 p.m.
Our next Wednesday evening worship will feature a spaghetti dinner prepared
by the Deacons. Note the time change from last month. The evening will begin
with a spaghetti meal at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall with singing and worship
following at 6:30 p.m. Every month the meal and the music is different… Come
fellowship and worship with us!

Brittany Zook
Kevin McBride
Rex Allen
Deb Owens
Corey Owens
Pam Fulk
Eric Stengel
Grace Hardesty

Howard Virgin Timber ~ October 24th

Church family and friends,
The Mercy Ministry Fund is a fund supported by the LeRoy community, which includes this church. When a LeRoy resident needs
help, they can make a request through one of the churches and
the fund can help with a one-time payment that can go towards
rent or a bill for them and hopefully help them get back on their
feet. This fund has helped and continues to help a lot of people.
So it is with a broken heart that we the church leaders in LeRoy
must share with you that we have found inappropriate spending
out of the community Mercy Ministry Fund. We became aware of
this breach of trust in the beginning of October and did the due
diligence required of us to investigate and begin a process of
engagement with the person we feel has broken this trust. We
have handed over the work of this issue to the LeRoy police and
when they have completed their work the specifics of this will
become public.
For now, as pastors in town, we ask all church members to pray
for our Mercy Ministry and its ability to recover from the mark of
this incident and continue its intended and good work. Pray for
the person who has broken this trust and for healing of their
brokenness. Pray for the community so that our human inclination
toward anger in such situations may not cloud our judgment and
compassion as Christians. Finally we ask that when you know of
someone who is in need of help, please continue to send them
our way. God has much to do through us yet!
Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Annie

Operation: Christmas Child
If you forgot to return your filled Christmas Box, don’t despair!
Please bring them by Sunday, Nov. 4th
so we can prepare them for shipping.
The Church will be covering the $9 per box shipping cost.

Thanks for your prayers and thoughtful remembrances of
sympathy in the passing of our brother and son, Bruce.
Nita Norton
Marjorie Badger

Library
News

By Marty Dean

**New Book**
In His Grip: Foundations for Life & Golf by Jim Sheard & Wally
Armstrong with Introduction by Billy Graham & forward by Tom Lehman
In His Grip, comprised of 128 pages, can be read as a daily devotion or
as a quick read. Golf stands for game of life first. As challenged by the
late Billy Graham in the book's introduction, we all grip something or are
gripped--but do we have a grip on our lives? By doing so, Billy Graham
encourages readers to draw upon basic precepts found in golf along with
our Christian faith--keep your eye on the ball/focus on Christ, golf stance/
stand firm in your beliefs, overcoming obstacles/perseverance, and so
forth. Avid golfer or not, In His Grip offers food for thought for all.

Deacons will be distributing poinsettias to shut ins
and sending Christmas cards to college students
again this year. They are asking for YOUR help
in making sure they don’t forget anyone.
Please submit names (and addresses if applicable) before December 2nd to the
church office of those you may know who would appreciate being remembered
by our church family.
We periodically receive correspondence from Gabriel Oduori,
our sponsored child from Kenya. His newest letter is posted on
the hallway bulletin board. He talks about joining the choir and
participating in football games (what we’d call soccer) with an
accompanying drawn picture. He also talks about preparing for
his “end term assessment tests” to be a winner in Jesus’ name and
that he is proud to be our friend because we have made him a
“hopeful boy” that one day his prayers will be answered. Gabriel is 11 years old
now and some of his prayers are surely very similar those of youth we know here
in our hometown; but many are also undoubtedly very different as well, living a
life that is so different than ours.
Thanks to our Mission & Outreach Committee we have been able to continue our
monthly support of Gabriel that began when he was 7 years old. Thanks to YOU
we will be able to also send additional funds to provide special Christmas and
birthday gifts. Please continue to remember Gabriel with your gifts (special
offering containers located in hospitality room and fellowship hall).

ENDLESS BUZZ
Kerri Cordray
“In everything give thanks; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18) I love the beginning of this verse, “in everything
give thanks”. God created all things and it’s His will for us to recognize His
glory all around us and give Him the thanks He deserves! Thanksgiving is a
special holiday dedicated to giving thanks with a grateful heart; however, this
verse reminds us it is God’s will for us to continually give thanks. How does this
verse speak to you? A favorite book of mine called, One Thousand Gifts by Ann
Voskamp, says “Praise Him for the unexpected and the unlikely, for the daily
and the difficult. The more you count, the more you will see.” The message of
the book is about counting our blessings and giving thanks to God in all things.
She recommends a gratitude journal counting blessings until you reach one
thousand. Such an awesome task!
The children’s and youth ministries continue to be blessed by God. His love
and goodness are poured out so richly for each of God’s kids He sends to our
programs! We have enjoyed discovery time of learning new Bible stories and
Scripture memory in LEAP. The children have spent time hearing about God
giving gifts and abilities to His people throughout the Bible and to us today. In
the Journaling Station, led by Linda Ramsey, the kids are challenged with learning the books of the New Testament, goals set according to their age-level.
Our LOOP & LANDING ministries have explored new heights at a recent outing
to Little Galilee to experience ziplining and the high ropes course. Another adventure the youth group participated in was at Howard Virgin Park for a “Let It
GLOW” themed evening with glow-stick and flashlight games. To close the evening the students gathered around the light of the fireside to hear a lesson on
the meaning of GLOW- God Lights Our Way. We dove into awesome Scripture
verses and discussed the meaning of God’s light and trusting Him to “light” our
path.
I give thanks to God for His amazing presence, power, and love so beautifully
demonstrated through so many of you!

I give thanks to You, God, for opportunities to share Your Word with so many
wonderful kids and I pray You will reach their hearts with the saving grace of
the Gospel and the depths of Your love. Amen.

Bible Memory Club

Those in the Bible Memory Club who memorized the October verse “Come
to Me, all who are tired and worried. I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)
and recited it correctly were McKenzie Timm and Sadie Owens. November’s
verse is “The Lord is my light and my salvation” (Psalm 27:1).

Nov. 7

6:00 pm SPAGHETTI & SONG
Please bring your family and join us!
Nov. 14 5:30 pm LOOP
7:00 pm LANDING
Nov. 21 No Youth Groups Happy Thanksgiving!
Nov. 28 Midwest Food Bank - High School youth only
Dinner provided
5:00 - 8:30 pm
(No LOOP or Junior High youth this evening)
The holidays are right around the corner, and the Christian
Education Committee is looking for anyone interested in
organizing or helping with this year's Christmas Eve Children's
program.
Please contact CE chair, Misty Hudson, Kerri Cordray, or the
office. "For Unto Us a Child is Born"
The Ultimate Fort Night is coming soon to a youth group near
you... BUT NOT YET!!!! First we need to collect boxes, LOTS
of boxes! Please save and bring in large-size boxes through the
middle of January. The youth will LOVE to build, compete, and
create an amazing Ultimate Fort Night to remember forever!

YOUTH CAMP FUNDRAISER
November 1st - Dec. 16th
By placing an order through Schwans.com, a portion of the sales will
come back in support of our fundraiser! Shop from over 300 highquality, family- pleasing foods that are flash-frozen and delivered
to your door.
We earn 20% on food purchases and 40% on eGift Cards (limit one
per customer). Orders can be made online through our fundraising
page (https://www.schwans-cares.com/c43398), or by phone using
our campaign ID (#43398)
Thank you for supporting our youth!

Called to Serve - November 2018

CHURCH OFFICERS
Elders:

Committee

Rick Kline
Randy Sigler
Teresa Miller
Bryon Owens
Mary Ella Mennenga
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Steve Sinnott
Misty Hudson
Naomi Chaplin

Administration/Nominating
Administration
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Nominating
Hospitality, Christian Education
Hospitality
Little Learners Board, Mission & Outreach
Worship & Music
Christian Education
Clerk of Session/ Hospitality

Session next meets on Tuesday, November 13th.
Session Minutes are available, after approval, in the office.
Deacons:
Class of 2018
Brett Hill
Renae Hardesty
Barb Monical
Angie Timm
Class of 2019
Leann Gaffney
Katie Taylor
Steve Myers
Anna Rayburn
Class of 2020
Rick Gaffney
Amber Owens
Jan Owens
Monica Stengel
Keisha Tucker

Deacon of the
Month
January
August
July
February

9:00 a.m.
Sunday
WORSHIP

Nov. 4

Nov. 11

Nov. 18

Nov. 25

ACCOMPANIST

Mary
Sigler;
Londa
Holoch

Londa
Holoch

Londa
Holoch

Londa
Holoch

LAYREADER

Sarah
Hill

Jan
Owens

Naomi
Chaplin

Amanda
Hill

USHER/
GREETERS

Dennis &
Mary Ella
Mennenga

Teresa
Miller;
Barb
Monical

Tanner
Holoch;
Teresha &
Charles
Bossingham

Sarah
Hill;
Tracey
Holoch

NURSERY

Logan
Stengel;
Gavin
Melton

Sydney,
Sadee &
Corey
Owens

Lauren
Bossingham

Brooke
Cordray

TECH
BOOTH

Steve
Sinnott;
Noah
Stengel

Tracey
Holoch;
Jacob
Holoch

Bruce
Owens;
Tyson
Brent

Randy
Sigler;
Carson
Houser

Mennenga
Family &
Corey
Owens

Underhill &
Timm
Familiies

Responsibility
Assignments
Transportation
Manor Birthdays
Shut In Visits/Cards
Wedding/Baby Showers

September
March
November
May

Funeral Dinners
Secretary
Moderator/Nominating Comm.
Co-Moderator; Manor Birthdays

October
June
April
August
December

Funeral Dinners
Meals
Kitchen Supplies
Special Events

Mission and Outreach would like to solicit your donations
of paper products for the local food pantry this month.
Since we usually think of food when we think of what
people need the most, we often overlook the need of
necessities (like toilet paper) as well as things that make
life easier that we have learned to take for granted (like paper towels and tissues).
Even diapers and feminine hygiene products can be a struggle to purchase for many.
Please help us make these items more available for those who are NOT able to take
these things for granted. Bring your donations throughout the month and leave in
the box designated in the hallway.

COMMUNION
SERVERS

Dennis &
Mary Ella
Mennenga;
Tracey
Holoch
Anna
Rayburn;
Mary
Sigler

LeROY
MANOR
WORSHIP
SUNDAY
SCHOOL
SNACK

Graves &
Cordray
Families

Stengel &
Cox
Families

Tender Loving Christians (TLC) will begin meeting on the first Tuesday
of each month at 6 pm in the meeting room next to the Chapel.
Like to knit, crochet, or quilt? Come see what we’re all about as we
make prayer blankets and shawls for those facing difficult times.

OCTOBER SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

October 3 (Wednesday Evening)

50

October 7

93

October 14

104

October 21

83

October 28

106

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

109

Moraine
View
State
Park
Sept.
30th

FALL AWAKENING WEEKEND
We are so excited to announce we have five amazing boys
from LeRoy attending the Fall Awakening on Nov. 16-18.
Those attending are: Porter Conn, Tanner Holoch, Carson
Houser, Ian Johnson, and Nick Payne.
Let us show them our love and support through prayers, and letters/notes of
blessings and encouragement as they seek to grow in their journey with Christ.
All notes and cards will need to be submitted to one of the following sponsors:
Wendy Brent, Kerri Cordray, Jacob and Tracey Holoch, or on Kerri's desk by
no later than Friday, Nov. 16th. Thank you; this simple act is a great expression
of God's love!

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail: leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
CHURCH OFFICE
Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Closed on Fridays

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan
rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
Kerri Cordray, Director of Student Ministries
kcordray.fupc@gmail.com
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Marty Dean, Nursery Coordinator
martha900pine@yahoo.com

Fellowship & Hospitality Committee hosted a Wiener Roast
for our church….great weather and wonderful fellowship!

LANDING
LOOP
October 14th
Little Galilee Christian Camp
Clinton, IL

A windy, wonderful afternoon brought 190 children to Trunk or Treat this year. Thanks
to our nearly 40 volunteers and trunks, we had another very successful event!

DEACON OF THE MONTH
Steve Myers
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

31

1

No Youth Groups

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

Friday
2

Saturday
3

OFFICE CLOSED

Set back your clocks
before bed!

4

DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME ENDS

5

6

7

9:00 AM Bible Study

10:00 AM MISSION &
OUTREACH

6:00 AM Men's Breakfast 8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)
at LCC

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Sunday School

11

VETERANS DAY

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Sunday School

18

CHURCH HOMECOMING

9

10
OFFICE CLOSED

2:00 PM Moms in Prayer

12

6:00 PM TLC

6:00 PM
SPAGHETTI & SONG

13

14

9:00 AM Bible Study

15

16

2:00 PM Moms in Prayer 5:30 PM LOOP
3:15 PM LEAP
7:00 PM LANDING
6:00 PM
DEACONS - Feed My Sheep
5:00 PM LeRoy Veterans
6:00 PM
Day Dinner
WORSHIP & MUSIC
7:00 PM SESSION

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

19

22

20

9:00 AM Bible Study

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Sunday School

2:00 PM Moms in Prayer

6:00 PM CHRISTIAN
7:00 PM Community Thanksgiving Worship EDUCATION MEETING
(at LeRoy Methodist Church)

3:15 PM LEAP

21
6:00 AM Men's Breakfast
at LCC
No LOOP or LANDING

26

27

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Sunday School

9:00 AM Bible Study

2:00 PM Moms in Prayer
3:15 PM LEAP
5:00 PM LANDING
(High School ONLY)
to Midwest Food Bank
7:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION MEETING

28

NO LOOP or
JH LANDING youth

17
OFFICE CLOSED

Boys Awakening

Boys Awakening

23

24

THANKSGIVING
DAY
OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

25

11:00 AM Hanging of the Greens

8

29
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

30

1
OFFICE CLOSED

