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While I was a pastor on Long Island, I did a worship
series entitled “Angels Among Us.” We talked about
the traditional themes of Advent and how they related to us. We
learned the Greek word angelos means messenger, and that God’s
messenger John the Baptist is described as an angelos as well. But
what I remember most is the refrain we sang every week as our
Closing Response: “Do not be afraid.” This theme ran through the
entire series. Whenever angels show up in the Bible, they often start
their message with some variation of “Do not be afraid.”
It’s becoming hard to live out those words in everyday life. We might
wonder where the line is between fear and caution. And we don’t all
agree. It’s a common accusation: whoever we disagree with must
be acting out of fear, whether they insist on wearing a mask or not
wearing a mask, worshiping in person or worshiping virtually. “The
other side” is said to be afraid of either the COVID-19 virus, or of doing
things differently. It seems like everywhere I turn, some Christian is
saying that those who disagree are acting out of fear.

this Advent. Remember them as you listen to Christmas carols.
Share them with those who need to hear this good news. And know
that God is present as holiday plans shift or even fall through. May
God's hope, peace, joy, and love surround you and your loved ones
this holiday season.
Blessings and Peace,
~Pastor Annie

Everyone is invited to join us as we “deck the
halls” of our Church to celebrate the Christmas
season THIS SUNDAY, Nov. 29th, immediately
following the worship service .
All help is appreciated!
A sandwich lunch will be served following
the decorating.
The Monday Morning
Bible Study will not meet
until further notice due to
COVID-19 restrictions
and health concerns.

Christmas

Parade

And the fear is real. What if we change how we worship and people
leave? What if I get sick or pass it on to someone else? What if the
business doesn’t survive another round of restrictions?
You get the picture, and you can probably supply your own worries.
We know more than we did in the spring, yet so many unknowns
remain. At what point are we being cautious, and at what point are
we being fearful? At what point are we living fully, and at what point
are we being reckless?
As we wonder and figure out the best way to respond and move
forward for ourselves, we can remember that God has been in the
midst of difficult times before. Every time that an angel appeared, the
situation called for it.
I’m not sure any winged heavenly messengers will be visiting, but John
the Baptist was an angelos from God as well. He brought the message
of the coming Messiah. He brought the message of repentance. And
so there are angels among us- people sharing God's message here
and now. Listen for those messages of hope, peace, joy, and love

Christmas candy jars will be
available to purchase to benefit our youth during the weeks
of Nov. 30th and Dec. 7th.
Many candy choices available
and they make great gifts!

This year’s Christmas Eve
Children’s Pageant will
be a little bit different
than we’re used to (what
hasn’t been a little bit
different
this year!) but should
100% of the proceeds
still
prove
to be a joyful experience for both
go to FUPC 2021
participants and members of our church
youth campers!
family.
Jars are $6 each, or
two for $10. See Mr.
Dana for yours during the week, or pick
one up after church
services on Sunday.

A pre-recorded program will be available
for viewing at 7 p.m. on Dec. 24, so bundle
up on your sofa with a cup of hot cocoa and
enjoy as our youth help us prepare for the
birth of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

12/01 Judy McCormick
12/01 James Welander
12/03 Phyllis Bruce

12/05
12/06
12/08
12/08
12/12
12/15
12/15

Adam Brent
Steve Sinnott
Sandy Rubin
Haley Cox
Francis Smith
Adela Alvarado
Linda Ramsey

12/04 Jenny & Eric Mennenga
12/10 Kristin & Jason Smith
12/10 Chelsea & Kavontae Grismore

12/15
12/17
12/20
12/25
12/29
12/30
12/31

Katie Taylor
Heidi Graybeal
John Monical
Thomas Myers
Carson Houser
Amy Graves
Thomas Ready

12/15 Wendy & Adam Brent
12/16 Janet & Raymond Cormier
12/20 Mary & Carl Neubauer

The church office will be closed
on Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day and New Year’s Day, but
will be open regular hours
on New Year’s Eve.
Poinsettias will again be offered through the church if you would
like to have one on display in honor or in memory of a loved one.
Please email (leroypresbyterian@gmail.com) or call the church
office (962-5011) by or before Dec.15th to ensure delivery
by Dec. 20th. Prices remain the same as last year;
$14.50 for a 6 1/2 in. plant or $32.50 for a 7 1/2 in. plant.

By Marty Dean

For the Entire Family ~ December Library News
Solid Answers by James Dobson
A diverse index of family-related concerns are examined and
addressed as a means to edify family dynamics on multiple
levels. Grounded and referenced by scripture, Solid Answers and
sound advice bear no expiration date.
Bananas (DVD)
Daren Streblow shares his quirky sense of humor in this off-beat
DVD--appealing for the entire family.

Christmas can be especially hard for those who struggle
some weeks just for the necessities. Thanks to your generosity
the LeRoy Food Pantry currently has plenty of food to help
those who need a helping hand through the end of the year!
Due to lack of storage facilities at the Food Pantry, we now ask
that you hold your future donations until January.
Volunteers, however, are still needed on the 4th Monday of each month....
please check out the Sign-Up-Genius link in our Constant Contact email!

You are welcome to purchase and bring in your own, but please let the office
know who it will be honoring so it can be listed in our worship bulletin.

Please remember to give generously to the
Christmas Joy Offering which has been a
Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s.
The Offering distributes gifts equally to the Board of Pensions Assistance Program
that provides critical financial support to church workers and their families, and to
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges providing education and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. Please note your special giving in the
memo line of your check

Pastor Annie will be on
vacation from Dec. 28th
through Jan. 3rd.
The following week she will
be working from home and
then returning to the office
on January 11th. She will lead
worship on Jan. 10th.

A Congregational Meeting will
be held on December 27th
following the 10 a.m. worship
service to elect our Deacons
and Elders for the Class of 2023.
All church members are encouraged to
attend and cast their vote.

Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

If I had to pick a favorite Bible story (which would not be easy,
since there are so many!), the story of David and his census would
be one of my top choices. In 1 Chronicles 21, we see King David,
influenced by Satan himself, order a census of his army. In
essence, he’s putting his trust in his own stuff instead of God.
Naturally, God is upset, and punishes David with 3 days of plague
in Israel. 70,000 men died as a result of David’s poor choices.
David repents, and builds an altar to the Lord at the threshing
floor of a man named Araunah. Araunah offered to give the
land to King David for free, along with the offering, but David
responded in verse 24, “I will not take for the Lord what is yours,
or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.”

built on sacrifices that are not easy or painless, just as I had to
relearn that lesson as I moved here from Washington with my
family during the COVID outbreak. If after prayerful consideration you feel that this sacrifice is necessary, I hope you’ll support
it now and in the days to come.

There’s lots of stuff happening as we
roll into December and the Christmas
holiday season!

Beginning the week of November 30th, Loop and Leap kids
can pick up their Christmas ornament decorating kits at
the church! Take the kits home and make your own
beautiful Christmas ornament for the family Christmas
tree. (Don’t forget to take a picture of your creation so we
can post it on our Facebook page!)

If you’ve ever wondered how David, a man who the Bible identifies as an adulterer, and sinfully overconfident at times, could be
described in Acts 13:22 as a man after God’s own heart, I think this
story is a big reason why. David was within his kingly authority to
take whatever he wanted in the name of God, but instead chose
to purchase the land with over 18 pounds of gold. This sacrifice
on the altar on this land stopped the plague, and eventually
became the site of the temple that Solomon would build. As
Creator, God could have easily just snapped a finger and erased
our sin, but instead He chose to redeem us with His only Son Jesus
on the cross. His sacrifice on the cross paid the price for our sinful
actions, and He is the foundation of the church we are building
even today.

The week of November 30th and December 7th, pick up your
Christmas candy jars at the church! These candy jars make
great gifts for kids, parents, grandparents, teachers, or
anyone with a sweet tooth! They look great on a desk, and,
of course, they’re filled with candy! Lots of candy choices
are available, and 100% of the proceeds go to FUPC kids and
youth camps for 2021! Jars are $6 each, or two for $10. See
Mr. Dana for yours during the week, or pick one up after
church services on Sunday!

Before we get too caught up in holiday preparations and celebrations, take a moment to prayerfully consider the upcoming vote
on the renovation of the church building. We could just remain
in our church building as it is, or instead we could choose to make
it more useful for us as a congregation and for our community.
The sacrifices we’d have to make to get there would be costly,
but God has demonstrated time and again that His kingdom is

Yes, Virginia, there will be a Christmas Pageant on Dec. 24th!
Due to COVID concerns, this year’s pageant will have to be
a virtual pageant, but we’re excited to present our 2020
Nativity Escape Room. After all, won’t it be about time to
escape 2020? There will be take home packets available for
pickup at the church for you to participate at home with
your kids, too! We’ll be filming the action and recording
carols sung by the kids the week of December 6th and
Dec. 13th, and we’ll post everything on Christmas Eve.
Watch for more details coming shortly!

December 6th, COVID permitting, is the LeRoy Community
Christmas Parade. If you like handing out candy canes and
riding on a parade float, this is the event for you! If you’d
like to be one of the riders on the float, contact Mr. Dana
by December 2nd so we can make the necessary arrangements. Space will be limited due to social distancing!

CHURCH OFFICERS

Called to Serve - December 2020
Dec. 6

(communion
served)

Dec. 13

Dec. 20

Elders:
Dec. 27

Committee

Randy Sigler
John Busey
Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Mary Ella Mennenga
Tracey Holoch
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Naomi Chaplin

Administration/Worship & Music
Mission & Outreach
Christian Education
Christian Education, Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development, Worship & Music
Adult Christian Development
Nominating Committee
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Clerk of Session/
Adult Christian Development

Session is currently scheduled to next meet on
Wednesday, December 9th at 6 p.m.
Minutes will be available, after approval, in the office.
Deacons:

Deacon of the
Month

Teresha Bossingham
Beverly Burcham
Jack Burcham
Rick Gaffney
Scott Graves
Barb Monical
Mary Sigler
Tim Sigler
Angie Timm

10:00 p.m.
Candlelight
Worship

March, April
October
August
November
December
September

Responsibility
Assignments
Nominating
Funeral Meals
Funeral Meals
Funeral Meals
Funeral Meals
Secretary/Cards/Visits
Moderator
Kitchen Supplies
Wedding/Baby Showers

All Deacons share the responsibilities of Transportation and Meals.

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail:

.

NOVEMBER SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22

41
45
36
43

November 29

Not Available

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

41

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

PASTOR ANNIE’S OFFICE HOURS

Mon. & Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (or by appointment)

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Debbie Golden, Asst. Secretary
(309) 962-5011

Sunday

Monday

29

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Hanging of the Greens

6

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class
10:00 AM Confirmation Class
2:00 PM LeRoy Christmas Parade

13

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class

20

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class

27

Tuesday
1

7:00 PM ZOOM Book
Study "The New Jim
Crow"

7

8

No Zoom Book Study

Wednesday
3

4:00 PM
Facebook Prayer Video

6:00 PM LEAP

6:00 PM
WORSHIP & MUSIC

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

9

10

4:00 PM
Facebook Prayer Video

6:00 PM LOOP

10:00 AM
MISSION & OUTREACH

6:00 PM SESSION
6:00 PM DEACONS

14

15

7:00 PM ZOOM Book
Study "The New Jim
Crow"

21
7:00 PM ZOOM Book
Study "The New Jim
Crow"

28

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Children's Sunday School Class
No Zoom Book Study
(K-5th)
10:00 AM Congregational Meeting (Church
Officers Election)

16
4:00 PM
Facebook Prayer Video

22

6:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION

23
4:00 PM
Facebook Prayer Video

29

Thursday

2

30
4:00 PM
Facebook Prayer Video

Friday

Saturday

4

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

1

2

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

17

OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 PM LEAP
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

24

OFFICE CLOSED
7:00 PM Virtual Children’s
Program “Nativity Escape
Room”
10:00 PM Candlelight
Worship

31

New Year’s
Day

