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Beginning this month, a regular feature of our Newsletter
will be an update of how we’re progressing on the Building Renovation Project.

March 2021
As you have hopefully heard,
I have accepted a call to First Presbyterian Church in Parkersburg,
West Virginia. My last Sunday in worship will be April 11. As I sit in
my office here in LeRoy, writing what amounts to my final newsletter
article, I am noticing the room around me. The shelves and wall are
growing bare. A pile of cardboard waits in the corner to come home
with me where a little tape will transform them into vessels for books,
dishes, and the other essentials of life.
As our time together draws to a close, I’d like to use this space to
say Thank you. Le Roy First United Presbyterian Church has been
a beautiful step in my ministry. So many of you came out and helped
me with moving, both when I first arrived and when I bought a
house. You made me feel incredibly welcome, inviting me into your
homes for holiday celebrations and family gatherings. You introduced me to agricultural life with combine rides and explanations.
And when you learned that I had a new call, many of you sent cards
and expressed good wishes in this next step in my journey. Thank
you for all of the love you have shared over the last three years.

Not a lot of items are noticeable just yet but there’s a lot
of behind the scenes work going on. As we continue to
fine-tune a few construction plans, one of our first steps
was locating all utility lines east of the building and
determining what utilities would need to be moved and
subsequently arranging to have that done.
Our official Groundbreaking Ceremony is scheduled for
10:00 a.m. on April 11th. From that point forward, there
will many more visual reminders that our church is beginning its transformation. Stay tuned!
This “thermometer” graph is a visual aide to watch our contributions
grow to pay towards the $300,000 that we intend to borrow towards
the project. We have received $2840 since the project was
approved on Feb. 28th. Our thanks to all who have helped
us this past month to achieve our goal!

I’ve had the privilege of working with some of your great staff: Rita,
Kerri and Dana, Mary and Londa. You have a great group serving as
deacons and elders. And all of the committees continue to work hard
as we’ve tried to figure out how to live into God’s calling. It’s easy to
see that LeRoy Presbyterian loves God and cares about each other.
You also have a lot to be excited about with the Building Renovation
Plan that the church voted to move forward on. The Adult Christian
Development Committee is putting together opportunities to fellowship, serve, and worship together in different ways.
I will cherish my memories of LeRoy and know God will continue to
bless your ministry. God is at work here in Le Roy and here at First
United Presbyterian Church. I’m thankful to have been part of your
ministry.
Blessings,
Pastor Annie

The Adult Christian Development Committee is
hosting a brunch reception to honor Pastor Annie on
April 11th, her last Sunday leading us in worship.
Please join us at 10:30 a.m., following the groundbreaking ceremony, as we wish her a fond farewell and
best wishes at her new position.
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By Marty Dean

Spring Into Reading & Happy Easter!

The first two titles listed have telling book covers--one, a crown
of thorns and the other, a life upended:
The Heart of the Story: God's Masterful Design to Restore His
People by Randy Frazee with foreword by Max Lucado
It's Not Supposed to Be This Way: Finding Unexpected Strength
When Disappointments Leave You Shattered by New York Times
bestselling author, Lysa Terkeurst

Our “Congregational Garden” will be tilled up soon
(maybe by the time you get this newsletter !) so
planting can begin sometime in April.
Be on the lookout for gardening opportunities
right in our own backyard!
A trip to the Peoria Riverboat is planned for Oct 21st for an
afternoon of enjoyable fellowship with one another while
cruising down the Illinois River and listening to gospel
music by The Kramers. Tickets will be ordered in mid
July so reserve your spot now! The cost is $42 for
adults and $21 for children 4-12 — all include lunch,
the cruise, and great music!
The Kramers

RiverLife gospel music lunch cruises combine quality,
family-oriented entertainment with the life-changing message
of Jesus Christ. RiverLife cruises are sponsored by Hands of
Love Ministry and hosted by The Kramers.

For teens:
Into the Darkness: The Foundations of Hope Trilogy by Leathel
Grody. Each chapter opens with an inspirational quote . . . “I
believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the
final word in reality. This is why right, temporarily defeated, is
stronger than evil triumphant.” Martin Luther King, Jr.

Community
Women’s
Spring

Gathering
May 1st
1 p.m.

Our church will host this years program for
community women on Saturday, May 1st at
1:00 p.m. It will be held outdoors, weather
permitting, so please bring a lawn chair.
Pre-bagged cookies and bottled water
will be available.
Jill Savage, an author of 14 books and
speaker who is passionate about encouraging
families, will present “Breaking Up with
Perfect” to those in attendance. Everyone welcome!

Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

“It’s not fair!”
Ah, good times. If only I had a nickel for every time I heard
that from any of my three boys as Vonette and I were raising
them. I’m sure those of you who have shepherded multiple
children have also heard that plaintive cry many times, too.
Adding to the misery of their perceived “unfairness” was the
fact that they, like almost all children, lacked perspective. So
if one child got an ice cream cone as a treat after school in the
afternoon, it was unfair to the other two, because they didn’t
get one. On the other hand, if the other two got an ice cream
cone for dessert to even things out, then it was unfair to the
first, who didn’t get dessert! And you haven’t seen drama until you’ve seen three boys argue over Pokemon card trades….
We can be just like that as believers. We all have an expectation about how life should go, and we can be content, until
something doesn’t go our way. All of a sudden, life isn’t fair!
I think this is one of the reasons I really enjoy Easter. Easter is
the ultimate reminder for Christ followers that life isn’t fair.
After all, if anyone could point out the unfairness of a situation, Jesus would be the poster child for a raw deal. He was
arrested in the middle of the night on a trumped up charge,
convicted only for speaking truth while committing no crime,
beaten, tortured, and then on top of all that put to death in the
most excruciating way possible. Talk about social injustice!
But don’t forget Jesus’ words in John 10:17-18: “The reason
my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to
take it up again.” Jesus had in abundance what we so often
lack—perspective. He knew why He had come to us, and He
knew what would happen. He also knew our sin kept us from

any hope of eternal life for us—an unfair situation we could
never hope to overcome. Through His sacrifice on the cross,
Jesus turned that unfair situation into another unfair situation—
but this one was unfair in our favor! All we need to do to gain
eternal life is accept Jesus Christ into our hearts and allow Him
to change our lives. There is a line in a song from Relient K
called Be My Escape that says it best, “The beauty of grace is
that it makes life not fair.”
I hope you take a moment over the coming weeks to reflect on
where we are and where we’re going with Jesus in our hearts,
and where we would be without Him. An unfair life never felt
so good!

Our
Youth
LOOP meets the second
and fourth Wednesdays
of each month from
6:00—7:15 p.m.

LEAP meets the first
and third Wednesdays
of each month from
6:00—7:15 p.m.

All you can eat
PANCAKE & SAUSAGE BREAKFAST
Bring your family, friends and neighbors to a
delicious pancake and sausage breakfast on
April 24th from 7 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Ticket Information:
Adults: $7.00
Kids 5-12: $4.00
Kids 4 and under: Free
Proceeds go for our 2021 youth summer and mission camps.
Thank you for your support!

Called to Serve - April 2021
EASTER
SUNDAY
April 4

CHURCH OFFICERS
Elders:

April 11

April 18

April 25

(Communion)
**

Committee

Terri Caldwell
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Martha Dean
Tracey Holoch
Dennis McCormick
Mary Ella Mennenga
Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Randy Sigler

Worship & Music
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Adult Christian Development
Administration/Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development
Adult Christian Development/Worship & Music
Clerk of Session/Christian Education
Christian Education/Nominating Committee
Administration/Worship & Music

Session is currently scheduled to next meet on
Wednesday, April 14th at 6 p.m.
Minutes will be available, after approval, in the office.

Our Hospitality Room will reopen on Easter
morning for coffee.
Please take care to properly
dispose of your cups before
leaving the church property.

I am the resurrection, and the life: he
that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live. John 11:25 (KJV)

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail:
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Debbie Golden, Asst. Secretary
(309) 962-5011

Deacons:
Teresha Bossingham
Beverly Burcham
Jack Burcham
Rick Gaffney
Scott Graves
Barb Monical
Bobbi Murfin
Mary Sigler
Tim Sigler
Angie Timm

Deacon of the Month
March
June
August
April
November
July, September
December
May
October

MARCH SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

March 7

49

March 14

41

March 21

44

March 28 (Palm Sunday)

65

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

50

Sunday

April
Monday

29

Tuesday

30

Wednesday
31

Thursday
1

6:00 PM LEAP & LOOP
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
Youth Groups combined (AA)

Friday
2

OFFICE CLOSED

Saturday
3

7:00 PM Good Friday
Service at LeRoy
Christian Church

4

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

11

9:00 AM
9:15 AM
10:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM

Worship Service
Sunday School Class (K-5th)
Confirmation Class
Groundbreaking Ceremony
Pastor Annie’s Farewell Brunch

18

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

25

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

OFFICE CLOSED

17

19

20

21

22

23

OFFICE CLOSED

24

26

27

6:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION

10:00 AM
MISSION & OUTREACH
6:00 PM LEAP
6:00 PM
WORSHIP & MUSIC

6:00 PM LOOP
6:00 PM SESSION

6:00 PM DEACONS
6:00 PM LEAP

28

6:00 PM LOOP

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

29

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

OFFICE CLOSED

10

7 - 10 a.m.
YOUTH
PANCAKE &
SAUSAGE
FUNDRAISER

30

OFFICE CLOSED

1

