is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.
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MEMORIAL DAY DINNER

Monday, May 31st

11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

This year’s Memorial Day dinner is back after having to substitute a Nelson’s
Chicken “pick up” meal in early June last year. While the meal was certainly
delicious we’re happy to be able to return to our traditional dinner for the 120 th year!
Sponsored by the Deacons and supported by summer camp youth and their families,
the meal will feature a chicken and noodle casserole, mashed potatoes, green beans
and dessert. Tickets available at the door are: $8 for Adults; $4 (ages 6-12) and
Free for those 5 years and under.

Still a lot of behind the scenes work going on as well as
the things you CAN see: The HVAC units on the east side
of the church have been moved in preparation for the
construction to begin.
This “thermometer” graph is a visual aide to watch our
contributions grow to pay towards the $300,000 that we
intend to borrow towards the project. We
have received $4350 since the project
was approved at the end of February.
Our thanks to all who have helped to
achieve our goal!

All proceeds will go to support our summer youth camp and mission trip students.

For those who have volunteered to provide a casserole for the Memorial Day
dinner, please see the recipe below (recipe given to Bobbi Murfin by her grandma,
Jinx Burcham).

2 12.5 ounce cans chicken, include broth
7.5 ounce Kluski noodles, uncooked
2 cans cream of mushroom soup
2 cups milk
1/2 lb. Velveeta cheese (I buy Walmart’s shredded Velveeta in 8 oz. package.)
We will sprinkle with onion salt at the church as we serve the casserole.
The day before, mix all the ingredients together in a bowl, cover and put in
the refrigerator. Remove from refrigerator and put in a greased foil 9x13
baking dish. Bake 1 hour and 15 minutes at 350 deg.

Community Women’s Spring Gathering
May 1st at 1 p.m.
Don’t forget our church program for community women on Saturday,
May 1st at 1:00 p.m. The decision was made to hold it indoors
rather than as previously announced as an outdoor event; so please
wear
a mask and respectfully physically distance.
Individually wrapped cookies and bottled water will be served
as refreshments.
Jill Savage, an author of 14 books and speaker who is
passionate about encouraging families, will present
“Breaking Up with Perfect” to those in attendance.

An Open House will
be held to celebrate

Jay B Ready's

graduation from ISU
on May 8th from 1 - 5 p.m. at
2818 Powell Dr, Bloomington, IL
61704

If you have a special graduate in your
family that you would like to recognize
for their achievement, please let the
church office know. In June we hope
to have a special section that includes
graduate’s names and can also include
their photo, schools
graduated from, and
plans for the future.

By Marty Dean

5/01 Wendy Brent
5/02 Sarah Stengel
5/02 William Mennenga
5/03 Jan Allen

5/04 Emily Tucker
5/06 Mindy Cox
5/06 Scott Tucker
5/07 Jay B Ready
5/09 G.J. Miller
5/14 Janice Trachsel
5/20 Mary Neubauer
5/20 Sydney Owens
5/21 Maren Graybeal

5/23 Shirley Chancellor
5/23 Annie Crumbaugh
5/24 Londa Holoch
5/24 Jeff Baughman
5/24 Brock Owens
5/24 Ava Grismore
5/25 Sara Nichols
5/25 Shelby Stengel
5/28 Jack Burcham
5/29 Deven Bollhorst

5/09 Cyndee & Steve Sinnott
5/16 Barb & John Monical

Confirmation Sunday

Anxious for Nothing:
Finding Calm in a Chaotic World
by Max Lucado, revisited.

TAKE A 2ND LOOK!

As one of the new books on our library table, I was drawn to take a
second look at Max Lucado's Anxious for Nothing book. I was struck
by the copyright date of 2017 with a release date of 2019--right on the
cusp of a global pandemic. No doubt spirit led and quite prophetic, Max
Lucado's scripture premise comes from Philippians 4: 6-7
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
As noted by Amazon, these healing words from Philippians rank as the
most underscored excerpt of all time. Whatever the issue, readers will
find a roadmap for coping with the pitfalls of anxiety--paving the way for
clearer, brighter days. No doubt, a relevant and helpful read.

May 16th

A reception will be held immediately following the 9 a.m.
Worship Service (coffee, punch, cake, sandwiches) to honor
our Confirmation students by acknowledging their accomplishments in learning
more about their faith through both studies and reflection as well as welcoming
them into our church body, as they publicly welcome Christ into their hearts.

October 21st
1-3 p.m.
An afternoon of enjoyable fellowship with one another while cruising down the Illinois River and listening to gospel music by T he Kramers will not soon be forgotten!
Tickets will be ordered in mid July, so reserve your spot now by signing up in the
church hallway or calling the church office (962-5011). The all inclusive cost of
this trip is just $42 for adults and $21 for children 4-12 — lunch, cruise, and great
music!
RiverLife gospel music lunch cruises combine quality, family-oriented entertainment
with the life-changing message of Jesus Christ. RiverLife cruises are sponsored by
Hands of Love Ministry and hosted by The Kramers.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
An Adult Sunday School class has resumed meeting
after the worship service. Discussion will revolve
around the Scriptures used in the message given that
morning. Copies will be provided in the New
International Version, New King James Version and The Message
for the group. Other Bible versions are welcome as we discuss the differences in
the passages as well as what the message in the verses mean to us.
Carle BroMenn Spiritual Care Services is looking for
those who can help with a project for those may suffer
from dementia, Alzheimers, or are confused while
they are hospitalized and try to pull out their IV’s.
Small “fidget” blankets or placemats with about 4 widgets
(buttons, velcro, child-size zippers, short shoe strings, pocket,
fringe trim, fuzzy material as examples) which can preoccupy
these patients. (Search online for “adult fidget sensory blanket”
for ideas.) Because of infection control they cannot be reused
and costs to purchase new is prohibitive.
For questions or more information, contact Rev. Christine McNeal, Senior Staff
Chaplain, at Christine.mcneal@carle.com

coincidence that Jeremiah 29:13 is also the key verse for VBS
next month!)

Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

As I was reviewing with our Confirmation class for their class
final exam on May 2nd, I pointed out to our class of youth that
we had been studying this material for the past eight months.
Their reaction? None of them believed me! (Well, at least at
first…) Then we counted down the months, and they were all
surprised to learn they had indeed been in class for the past eight
months! I’ll bet it seems that way to a lot of the parents out
there this time of year! It doesn’t feel like our kids were being
sent to school eight months ago, in the midst of a pandemic, not
knowing whether they’d be attending in person or virtually, or
for how long, or what the school year would ultimately look
like. There was a lot of anxiety surrounding that time, and
maybe even a twinge of outright fear, too—fear for our kids,
fear for our families, and for ourselves. I can’t fully speak for
the youth, but I know I’ve had a blast teaching the Confirmation
class the past eight months, and substitute teaching in both the
elementary, junior high, and high school these past eight
months, too. And the one constant I see and hear among the
students, both here and at our schools, is that they’re happy to
be there after a year like last year where school was interrupted,
virtual, and not at all like what they were used to.
That’s kind of where we are as a church right now. We’re beginning an audacious building project, and we’re doing it minus a
full time senior pastor. Some of us don’t know what the next
few months will look like, and there might be a bit of anxiety,
and perhaps even a twinge of outright fear, too. This is why I’m
so grateful to serve a God who not only knows what’s coming,
but is looking out for us in a mighty way. Jeremiah 29:11-13
says this, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come
and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and
find me when you seek me with all your heart.” (It can’t be a

It turns out the secret sauce in times like this isn’t quite so secret.
When we face uncertainty, God promises to listen for us and to
us when we call upon him in prayer. He also promises we’ll find
him in the dark times when we seek him, as long as we seek him
with all of our hearts. I might not know what the rest of the year
will bring us as a church, but I do know that if we are united in
one mission of seeking God and doing His will, God promises to
prosper and shepherd us in the days ahead.

What an amazing turnout! We had a
GREAT time Saturday, April 24th, at
the church’s 7th Annual Pancake &
Sausage fundraiser. And you and the
community certainly showed up! We
raised an incredible $824 for kids to go to camp this summer!
As a result of your generosity, 18 of our 20 kids going to
camp this summer are now fully funded, and the other two
are getting very close to being funded!
Thanks to all of the kids and adults who worked so diligently
to make this year’s event a big success! Thanks to everyone
in the church and community that came in and got stuffed on
delicious sausages and pancakes! And thanks one more time
to those who helped to underwrite the
costs of this event—Meijer stores,
Thrivent Financial, and Dennis and
Judy McCormick!
A good time was had by all—
especially by a certain pineapple
and bacon slice…

Called to Serve - May 2021
May 2

May 9

May 16

May 23

CHURCH OFFICERS
May 30

Elders:

Committee

Terri Caldwell
Bonnie Crumbaugh
Martha Dean
Tracey Holoch
Dennis McCormick
Mary Ella Mennenga
Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Randy Sigler

Worship & Music
Administration/Mission & Outreach
Adult Christian Development
Administration/Nominating Committee
Adult Christian Development
Adult Christian Development/Worship & Music
Clerk of Session/Christian Education
Christian Education/Nominating Committee
Administration/Worship & Music

Session is currently scheduled to next meet on
Wednesday, May 12th at 6 p.m.
Minutes will be available, after approval, in the office.

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
Lincoln Christian University presents “Be
Still”, a Christian Women’s Conference on
Wednesday, May 12th. Register by May 5th to
receive a $5 reduction in the regular $40 cost.
Keynote speakers will be Alli Worthington ,
author of “The Year of Living Happy: Finding
Contentment and Connection in a Crazy
World; and Christy Nockels, leader of the podcast, The Glorious in the Mundane.
Contact the church office for more information.

You’ve probably noticed that
the lot southeast of the church
looks a little different!
Our thanks to Tracey Holoch,
and Randy Sigler for
their help in clearing
the area of trees that
had become overgrown
and unsightly, especially
after the winter’s ice.

Deacons:
Teresha Bossingham
Beverly Burcham
Jack Burcham
Rick Gaffney
Scott Graves
Barb Monical
Bobbi Murfin
Mary Sigler
Tim Sigler
Angie Timm

Deacon of the Month
March
June
August
April
November
July, September
December
May
October

APRIL SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

April 4 (Easter)

68

April 11
April 18

45
32

Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

April 25

42

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

47

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info
E-Mail:
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Debbie Golden, Asst. Secretary
(309) 962-5011

Our Hospitality Room is now open on Sunday mornings for
coffee. Please take care to properly dispose of your cups
before leaving the church property. Thank You!

May
Sunday
25

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

2

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class
10:00 AM Confirmation Class
10:45 AM Adult Christian Development

9

Mother’s Day

Monday
26

Tuesday
27

3

4

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class

10

11

17

18

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class

5

6

6:00 PM LEAP

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

10:00 AM MISSION &
OUTREACH

12

13

6:00 PM LOOP

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

19

20

6:30 PM DEACONS

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

25

26

27

6:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION

6:00 PM LOOP

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

2

3

6:00 PM Presbytery
Zoom Meeting

31 Memorial Day

11 am—1 p.m.
Memorial Day Chicken &
Noodle Dinner

29
8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

6:00 PM LEAP

24

Thursday

6:00 PM LOOP

6:00 PM SESSION

2:00 PM LeRoy High School Graduation

30

28

6:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Confirmation Class Reception

23

Wednesday
6:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School Class (K-5th)
10:00 AM Adult Sunday School Class
10:00 AM Confirmation Class

16 Confirmation Sunday

Deacon of the Month
Tim Sigler

1

10:00 AM MISSION &
OUTREACH
6:00 PM LEAP
6:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC

8:00 PM Serenity Circle
(AA)

Friday

Saturday

30

1

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

4

5

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

1:00 PM Community
Women's Program

