He is Risen!
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So much has changed since our last
newsletter. We are home, indoors, having given up much more for Lent
than we ever imagined: handshakes when meeting someone, going to the
movies or a ballgame, sharing a meal with friends. Others are working
harder than ever, volunteering to help those who need it or providing
essential services and supplies in these unprecedented times. Nothing
is normal right now.

ways- my mother has learned how to use her laptop’s camera and I got to
be with them for a family dinner that was happening in Florida, chatting
with family who have decided to stay there until this has quieted down. I
got to talk to my brother and his fiancée, and found a new way to connect
with them more often.
We have an amazing God who is at work and I believe that God is
creating good out of this. Easter is coming, and whatever it looks like this
year, we know that Christ is risen! God walks with us each and every day.
May God bless you while we are apart.
-Pastor Annie

We’ve been focusing on prayer this Lenten season, which included a
message on Psalms of Lament. If you’re grieving the loss of life as you
knew it, that’s ok. Take a moment to breathe. Weep if things are getting
to be too much. After all, even Jesus wept.
Yet, while we’ve lost much, we’re gaining as well. There are fewer
cars on the roads all over the world. We get to see neighbors as we walk
down the street. As I write this, the Bear Hunt is happening here in town,
with many families and even businesses putting teddy bears and other
stuffed toys in their windows to greet each other. And across our country,
a heart hunt is also underway as people paint and tape up hearts in their
windows, sharing love with all who pass.
Whenever I walk into town, I pass an Alphabet laid out in sidewalk
chalk. I see people heading to get groceries or just going for a walk. Even
if we’re both on the phone, we find a way to greet each other as we pass.
These opportunities to interact are too precious to waste.
And the calendar keeps turning. Palm Sunday and Good Friday are
coming, followed by the biggest celebration in the church: Easter Sunday.
Spring is here- irises are popping up, a deep purple against the grass that
has turned from brown to green.
My invitation this month is to take advantage of this time. Luke’s
gospel tells the story of Mary and Martha; Martha wanted her sister to
come help her in the kitchen, but Mary chose to sit at Jesus’ feet and
listen. When Martha wanted Jesus to tell Mary to help, Jesus instead
replied “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things.
One thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the better part. It won’t be
taken away from her.” (Luke 10:42) Are you able to sit down to dinner
as a family? Relish it. Do you have the opportunity to slow down? I’m
enjoying talking to family more often and connecting with them in new

We would be remiss if we didn’t acknowledge
the number one thing on everyone’s mind this
month….the COVID-19 virus.
When the State of Illinois closed all schools
on March 13th, Session made the decision to suspend all in-person church
activities (including worship, Bible studies, meetings etc.) until the school
cancellation order was lifted. Since that time the “Shelter-in-Place” order
has extended that time through April 7th. Since March 22nd Pastor Annie
and Dana have been recording a worship video that is posted on our Facebook page. If needed, committees have had “virtual” meetings through
email.
We sincerely hope that we will be able to resume worshiping together in
our church building very soon and will keep you updated when any updates
become available. In the meantime, STAY HOME and BE SAFE, not only
for yourself but
for others!

EASTER
WORSHIP
Other changes made due to the need to contain
the spread of this virus by social distancing is
the cancellation of this year’s Maundy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter Sunrise services. (The
Methodist Church plans to live stream the Good Friday service through
their website—www.leroyumc.org)
Our 9:00 a.m. Easter Worship is currently scheduled to continue as usual
IF the “Shelter-in-Place” order has not been extended and LeRoy Schools
have resumed classes by that date. We will keep you informed through our
Facebook page, church website and church family emails.
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April Reading Recommendations ~
More Devotionals
With Easter upon us, we find ourselves
in uncharted waters. With that, I highly
recommend the Bible in seeking reassurance
and calm--the Psalms in particular.
Another source of renewal and guidance would be the quarterly
Our Daily Bread. If you did not get the chance to pick up
the current edition, Our Daily Bread is available online at
ourdailybread.org/read.

4/01 Amber & Bryon Owens

The Nelson’s Chicken Dinner pick-up will not take place as originally
scheduled.

Another online devotional resource is d365, which can be found
at d365.org or via a Google search for d365 devotional. In
March, many of the d365 daily devotionals spoke to the current
crisis blanketing our world and nation. The d365 resource is
broken down into the following parts: pause, listen, think, pray,
go -- replete with background music. Happy Easter!

If you purchased tickets for this youth fundraiser, a new pick-up date will
be scheduled as soon as the Corona virus threat has subsided.

MARCH SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
Sunday Dates

Attendance

March 1
March 8

66
47

March 15

54

March 22 (Service Cancelled)

-

March 29 (Service Cancelled)

-

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

56

Thanks to everyone who helped make this year’s Pancake & Sausage fundraiser
for the youth such a success! Approximately $910 was made to benefit this
summer’s summer and mission camps.

We were very happy to receive the
following news from Sara Nichol’s
daughter, Karen. Please email the
church office if you would like Sara
and/or Mike’s new mailing addresses
or Sara’s phone number.
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

As we all sit at home in state of Illinois mandated sheltering, I
can’t help but think about another passage of Scripture about exile.
You’ve probably heard it before, too. Jeremiah 29:11-14 says this:
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek
me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord,
“and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from
all the nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the
Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried
you into exile.”
Israel was in captivity seventy years during this time of Jeremiah!
And maybe it’s just me, but the lessening of contact between myself
and the kids and youth of First United, as well as the adults, makes
the time feel like it’s already been years! I want to encourage you to
follow Jeremiah’s counsel here—call on God, pray to Him, and seek
Him with all of your heart during this time. I hear many around me
talking about how this is a “new normal.” If this is indeed a new
normal, take the opportunity to make you new normal one where
you purposefully draw closer to God, not withdraw from contact
from others or get sucked into the boredom of extended home life.
As always, I am available 24/7 to the youth of the church, and to
the congregation as well, just to talk or try to answer any questions
you may have. I can be reached by phone at (309) 660-6907, by
email at dmillbhawk@gmail.com, or via Facebook or Instagram
(username FUPCMRDANA). Whether this shutdown lasts for one
more day or one hundred more days, know that we are praying for
YOU and we are here for YOU!

Dana Miller

My mother: Rocked healing from a
broken femur and is walking again, with
a walker, but still something we never
thought would happen! … she (then)
shocked me by falling in love with her
respite room and new friends!
Monday she became a permanent resident and for the first time EVER has
her own place - a one bedroom apartment. She receives a very small amount
of caregiver assistance each day. ♥ We closed a chapter together and she’s
strong and happy and ready to begin a new chapter in Bloomington. LeRoy
holds her heart and her memories and always will! I couldn’t be more
proud of how well she is doing and how hard she worked to get here!
Her new home is at Bickford House on the east side. She would love to hear
from you! Or stop by and check out her new apartment! Her only rule is “do
not visit during meals!” (8-8:30 am; 12-12:30 pm; 5-5:30 pm)
Mike is now permanently residing at Bloomington Rehabilitation on South
Main Street, just around the corner from me. Fortunately, they are able to
visit each other on a regular basis.
It is so nice to have them both in Bloomington and settled! Today mom said
“this is the best place - what more could you want than to walk out your
door 25 feet for 3 meals a day that I didn’t have to cook OR clean!”
NOTE: While Sara would LOVE to receive phone calls and
cards/letters, please no visitors right now. Thank you!

Easter is God’s blessing
to the world.
It is his way of telling
us that, love and
hope still exists in the
world. May you have
a learned Easter.
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Due to the COVID-19 Virus “Shelter-in-Place”
Place” order by the State of Illinois, all in-house
in
church activities
have been cancelled at least through April 7th including all worship services and meetings. Worship videos
are being posted each Sunday on our Facebook page. All events listed after that date are also subject to
cancellation. Updates will be given as they are determined.

Worship Video available on Facebook
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