1 John 1:5

no darkness at all.

IN HIM THERE IS

God is light
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Anyone else wish everything could go back to the way it was? It seems we’re
not alone. Around the country, and probably around the world, we’re entering
Quarantine Fatigue: that feeling so many are starting to get as the masks seem a
hassle, or the distancing gets under our skin, or we yearn to do those things we
love to do. We are social beings, so of course we're yearning to be with others. I
miss playing board games, walking down to the Princess Theater for a movie,
and taking the train up to Chicago to visit my brother. I miss normal!
This year, Pentecost falls on the last Sunday in May. I think this is one of my
favorite liturgical days: it’s the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit. It’s
a chance for birthday cake as we celebrate the “birthday of the Church” because
with the Spirit’s arrival, the Church was born. We get to see each other decked
out in red. We hear the incredible story of how the Holy Spirit came in the roaring wind and fire. But like all of the other holidays of Spring 2020, Pentecost
this year is an abnormal one. We’ll have to rely on the Holy Spirit now more
than ever.
“A Brief Statement of Faith,” which we’ve used a few times for an Affirmation
of Faith, describes the Holy Spirit as the One who binds us together with all
believers. The Holy Spirit rules our faith and life in Christ. And in a broken and
fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage.
I’ve been saying for the past 7 weeks that we are Easter people. And we are
indeed people of the resurrection: Christ Risen is what gets us out of bed; Christ
Risen gives us hope. But we are also Pentecost people; the Holy Spirit remains
with us, connecting us to each other and to God, and giving us courage in such
times as these.
There is a connection between us as a church family. A connection that lies
between us and the church in Cuba, that lies between us and those we love dearly
whom we have not seen in ages. Through the Holy Spirit, we pray for each other.
We study together. We share Christ's love with others. We glorify God. We are
connected. And we are the Church, as odd as it may seem without the building.
So, in the midst of the fatigue, and as things start to slowly open back up, where
have you seen connection? Is it through special times with your family? Maybe
it’s connecting to those you hadn’t spoken to in a long time. I'm talking to my
family more than I used to, and I look forward to continuing this, to some extent,
even after we go back to "normal." Embrace these connections. Don’t let
“normal” take away what’s important as we slowly get caught back up in the
busyness of life. And know that we remain connected in the Spirit.
May God bless you while we are apart,
~ Pastor Annie

Beginning this Monday, June 1st, the church
office will be open from 8:30 am until 3:00 pm,
Mon. - Thurs. as was done previously.
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We, the staff and volunteers of Faith Second Chance
Thrift Store, want to thank you so very much for your
money gift. Knowing we are a 501(c)3 public charity,
we are striving to work with people that need help —
always make contact with us if you have a family (in
need). Again thank you!
FSCT Board

We will be operating under the guidelines of Phase 3 of “Restore Illinois” and
we respectfully request that you conduct as much church business as possible
over the phone or with email. If you need to meet with Pastor Annie or one of
the church staff, please call ahead and then exercise social distancing while in
the church building, wearing a mask if you are physically capable. This not only
helps to protect you, but also our church employees.
We’re looking forward to taking this next step and being able to interact more
with our church family members!

It is with great regret that we announce that both of our
planned summer camps have been cancelled.
The leadership teams of The Great Escape (Wisconsin)
and Student Life (Indiana) have sent word that due to the
impossibility of being able to insure the safety of our youth and leaders due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, they would not be able to hold the camps as
scheduled. Our Session had come to the exact same conclusion just prior to
the notifications.
The initial deposits paid to these organizations will be rolled over into 2021
camps. For both camps, funds raised and donations made outside of that
initial deposit will remain within the stewardship of the church, and they
also will be applied to camps next year.

Thank you for your generous donation to our family members in their time of
need. It was so very much appreciated. (A contribution to our church was
enclosed.)
Ed & Vickie Kline

PASTOR’S
If you haven’t already, please be sure to add Pastor’s cell phone number
(above) in your address book. Her number was obtained while living on Long
Island, so when she calls it looks like someone in New York is calling you.
Know that you can always give her a call - if she doesn’t answer, she will call
you back as soon as she can! May God bless you while we are apart,

The Nelson Chicken Dinner fundraiser has been rescheduled for
Tuesday, June 2nd. Pickup will be at our church from 4—6 p.m.
Those who have purchased tickets should drive up and form a line on the
east side of the church (in the concrete “alley”) and stay in your vehicle.
Someone will greet you and pick up your dinner ticket. Your dinner will
be brought out to you.
We wish to thank everyone who purchased a chicken dinner ticket to
support our youth camp fundraising efforts and appreciate your patience
as we struggled through the COVID-19 home quarantine to find a safe
time and procedure in order to deliver the dinners. Enjoy your dinner!

Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries

I can’t be the only one being driven crazy by all of this sheltering in place,
right? As I talk to our congregation during this time, I know I’m not alone.
Kids are tired, have a raging case of Zoom fatigue. And parents? Ah, if
only they sold peace in bulk at grocery stores….
Over the last couple months the pandemic has tricked us to feeling like
we’re alone in this. The trick has been to take our physical isolation and
let our minds take us to a point where our mindset shifts from physical
isolation to mental and spiritual loneliness. Could it be, however, that God
is using those feelings to point back to him? Psalms 86:10 reminds us,
“You are great and do marvelous deeds, You alone are God.” I know for
me, it’s been ironic that it’s taken some alone time to remember again why
God is God alone. As signs begin to emerge that we are coming out of our
isolation, may we never forget that even in times like these, God alone
should be sovereign in our lives.
If you need further reminders that you are not alone, look no further than
this summer. June 2nd brings the Nelson chicken dinner fundraiser. Also,
look for VBS sign ups the first week of June. We are pleased to announce
an in person VBS, June 22-26, that will be fun and engaging for the kids
while maintaining their safety in these trying times. Finally, although both
The Great Escape and Student Life camps have been cancelled for July, we
hope to offer the chance for FUPC families to camp together, as family
units, at Starved Rock State Park in mid July for a few days.
Pastor Annie and I are available by phone or email if you have any questions or concerns. But above all, if you are feeling alone, let the God who
is God alone remind you that you are not alone. He is with you!

VBS is returning to First United Presbyterian Church!
Thanks to the elevation of our region of Illinois to phase
three of reopening guidelines, we will be able to host an
in person VBS experience. All aboard for the R o c k y
R a i l w a Y , where Jesus’ power pulls us through!
There will be games, crafts, and lots of fun, so don’t miss it!
This VBS event will be held at First United June 22nd through June 26th.
There will be three sessions—a morning session at 10 am, an afternoon
session at 2 pm, and an evening session at 6 pm. Due to the revised Illinois
state guidelines, each session will be limited to ten people (8 children and two
leaders). There is no cost to attend, and each session will last approximately
90 minutes. This will be a great way to kick off the summer and shake off the
‘stuck inside the house’ blues over the past few months!
Your safety is important to us, so we want you to know what to expect that
week. We will be hosting Rocky Railway outside, weather permitting each
day, on church grounds, to minimize risk to your children and our staff. We
will be able to space children so that they can properly socially distance
during the primary events. Staff will be wearing masks and gloves, and we
will be providing themed bandanas for the kids that they will be able to wear
as masks during VBS (and they’ll even get to take them home with them after
the event is over!) Teaching and play surfaces will be sanitized between each
VBS session. In case of inclement weather, we will move the action to the
basement of the church, where we will be able to keep staff and kids socially
distanced for our activities. When you sign up for a time slot, please keep that
same time slot through the entire week—we don’t want to turn anyone away
because more people than expected arrive for a daily VBS session.
Rocky Railway VBS registration will be from June 1 through June 12, and
each time slot will be limited to 8 kids. Contact Dana Miller at First United
Presbyterian Church at 309-962-5011 Monday-Thursday, between 8:30 am
and 3:00 pm. We will also need a limited number of volunteers for daily
sessions, snack prep, and daily sanitizing, so if you’d like to help, contact
Dana—we’d love for you to help out!

We are also anticipating that the opening of Illinois State
Parks will allow the opportunity to give our kids an amazing
camping experience in July!
Look for details about a possible
all church family camp out soon!

CHURCH OFFICERS

June
Library News

Elders:

By Marty Dean
1 Thessalonians 5:11

After conducting a brief survey on favorite Bible verses or
inspirational quotes, I am happy to share the following:

The Joy of the Lord is my Strength Nehemiah 8:10
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice
and be glad in it Psalm 118:24
Both verses are praise songs too--powerful stuff!
Godspeed until we meet again.
Thanks to the donations many of you made
earlier this year, we have been able to continue
our mission with Compassion International
to support Gabriel Oduori.
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Teresa Miller
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Anna Rayburn
Ashley Sigler
Mary Ella Mennenga
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Administration/Mission & Outreach
Clerk of Session/
Adult Christian Development

Session is currently scheduled to next meet on
Wednesday, June 10th at 6 p.m.
Minutes will be available, after approval, in the office.
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All Deacons share the responsibilities of Transportation and Meals.

Those funds have now been depleted and we hope that our congregation
will be equally generous now to replenish this fund for the balance of
the year. A one month sponsorship is $38 but ANY amount would be
welcomed.
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Our thanks to everyone who has been
continuing to sending their gifts to God
thru the mail, via on-line banking or by
leaving checks on the church office desk!
If you are accustomed to bringing your offering when you come to worship
and are finding it easy to forget to send your gift, there are some options.
Most banks, if not all, offer an “Automatic Bill Pay”- you can designate First
United Presbyterian Church (PO Box 88, Le Roy) as your designee, and have
them send a check to the church. Pastor Annie would be happy to help anyone
who needs it, or your bank can help as well.

Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

PASTOR ANNIE’S OFFICE HOURS
Mon. & Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (or by appointment)

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pastor Annie McMillan

rev.annie.mcmillan@gmail.com
(631) 655-2356
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries dmillbhawk@gmail.com
(309) 660-6907
Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Kathryn Morris, Secretarial Assistant

