John 14:27

Peace I leave with
you…..
Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither
let them be afraid.
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And we know that for those
who love God all things work
together for good.
Romans 8:28

What an interesting month! We’ve been
inside, or out in our yards, but for many that’s
it. And this hasn’t been anything like what we’re used to. I think many of us are
slowly figuring out how to occupy our time; we have productive days, and days
we don’t feel like doing anything. Maybe you’ve found a routine that you like.
Maybe you’ve gotten into a routine you want to change. Wherever you are in this,
it’s ok. Be gracious with yourself: there is nothing normal about our “new normal.”
Instead, what have you found that excites you or gives you joy during this
time? I think my favorite thing that has come out of this is John Krasinski’s Some
Good News. Easy enough to find online, this 15 - 20 minute YouTube video is all
about connecting with people, across the world really, and sharing good news. I’m
also connecting with friends I haven’t talked to in years. I’m connecting with my
brother more regularly, and talking to my parents multiple times each week.
And I love how Le Roy and our Mayor are responding to this! Hearts in
windows, bears on stop signs, and fun contests and challenges: the Earth Day art
contest, the Bear Hunt and Egg Hunt, the Quarantine Photo Contest, the Library’s
Time Capsule give-away. And there’s a May Day Challenge going on! Make five
May baskets, which you can fill with flowers, wrapped candies, packets of seeds...
whatever you choose. Then walk around your neighborhood, and hang a basket on
a door knob, ring the doorbell, and run. What a fun way to celebrate Spring!
We’re embracing that Sunday mornings aren’t the same. Since Worship is
around breakfast time for many, we’ve added a meal to Sunday morning worship,
blessing the food so we can break bread as we break open the Scriptures. This
Sunday, we will be using a cup filled to the brim with water (in a bowl to catch
inevitable overflow) and a few rocks that can easily go in water.
This has also been a time where many have stepped up to help out in different
ways- making masks, providing food, otherwise helping the community. Are you
finding ways to help? I know some are incredibly busy right now- how can we
support you?
For those of you continuing to go into work- at the fertilizer plant, in the
fields, in hospitals and medical facilities, in grocery stores, in the banks, and every
other essential business- thank you so much. I can’t imagine what Sheltering In
Place would look like without you.
This Easter Season is not what we imagined it would be. I know I was planning on a very different end of April, and a very different mid-June than what is
actually going to be happening.
But I 100% believe that God brings good out of chaos. Can you see the good
that is happening around you? Is there anything from this time that you would like
to hold onto when we return to "normal"? Hold onto those things, for God is at
work even now.
May God bless you while we are apart,
-Pastor Annie

Fellowship Together
Let’s fellowship together! Interested? Join Pastor Annie on ZOOM at
12:00 –1:00 p.m. on Tuesday and at 6:00 –7:00 p.m. on Thursday:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/783588239?
pwd=QURSbWtKVi9OV2V3R2lCa2lzQlM4dz09
Meeting ID: 783 588 239
Password: 000803
Call In Phone Number: 312-626-6799
Just download ZOOM for free (https://zoom.us/download), and we can chat and
have a time when we see each other. If videoconferencing isn’t an option, you
can still call in! (312 626 6799)
Drop in at any point in there and we will be able to see each other and chat as
we fellowship. Are you interested but unavailable at those times? Let Pastor
Annie know! She's open to rescheduling to make sure that we can get together.
There's also a prayer video posted on Facebook every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
It’s usually 10-15 minutes of scripture and prayer. Take a moment in your week
to unwind and connect to God.
Our church is still running, albeit quite differently
than we're used to! So thank you to everyone who
has been sending in their gifts to God.
If you are accustomed to bringing your offering when you come to worship and
are finding it easy to forget to send your gift, there are some options. Most banks,
if not all, offer an “Automatic Bill Pay”- you can designate First United Presbyterian
Church (PO Box 88, Le Roy) as your designee, and have them send a check to the
church. Pastor Annie would be happy to help anyone who needs it, or your bank
can help as well.

While all in-person church activities (including worship, Bible
studies, meetings etc.) remain suspended at least until the
“Shelter-in-Place” order is lifted, we continue to post a worship
video on our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnited-Presbyterian-Church-of-Leroy-115233931832853/ )
If needed, our church committees have “virtual” meetings through email or Zoom.
We are all anxious to resume worshiping together in our church building but are
thankful that we can still connect in other ways. We urge you to use these resources
and to reach out to others in our church family by phone, with cards or notes of
encouragement, emails etc.
In the meantime, please continue to STAY HOME and BE SAFE, not only for
yourself but for others!
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The Mission and Outreach Committee had made the
decision to cancel the planned May Tea last month
even before the safety precautions that the State of
Illinois extended through the end of May due to
COVID19.
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Annie Crumbaugh
Londa Holoch
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Cyndee & Steve Sinnott
Barb & John Monical
Kerri & Brian Cordray
Haley & Joe Miller

Ladies Tea

Our chosen speaker has been has been secured for
May 1st of NEXT year (2021) and we will host the
event at that time.

May
Library News

Reader
Feedback

By Marty Dean

As of this writing, The Shelter in Place order has not been lifted, yet.
This reminds me of one of my favorite bible verses from Habakkuk
3:18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.
Which leads into my Reader Feedback idea. During trying times,
what is your favorite scripture? Do you have a favorite saying? What
is your favorite read or devotional?
I must add “this too shall pass”--a quote my dad would offer. I also
appreciate the popular Power of Yet quotes posted in schools--e.g.,
“This doesn't make sense, yet.”
If you would like to share a favorite scripture reference, quote, or read-send your feedback my way via email:
martha900pine@yahoo.com
This will in turn be the focus/content for our June Library News.
Thank you in advance. :)
P.S. {If you prefer to remain anonymous, please so indicate.}

Calming meditations, music etc.
https://www.calm.com/blog/take-a-deep-breath

Ok, folks. I need a little help here. Most of you have it by now, but I know not
everyone does.
My cell number, which is the only phone I’m using right now, is going to come
up a little weird if you don’t have me in your phone. I got my number while I
was on Long Island, so when I call it looks like someone out in New York is
calling you. Nope- just me! Please add me to your contact list if you haven’t
already- I’d love to chat sometime!
And know that you can always give me a call- if I don’t answer, I will call you
back as soon as I can! May God bless you while we are apart,
-Pastor Annie
631-655-2356

Center for Disease Control site for COVID 19
info you can trust
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/
index.html

The LeRoy High School All Class Reunion is being planned for Saturday., Aug. 29th, from
2-5 p.m. There will be tours of the high school given at 2:30, 3:00 & 3:30 pm
Other special events planned for that weekend will be announced as they are finalized.
There are no pre-registration or fees to attend. Donations will be accepted at the event.
Cookies and punch will be served.

There were some AMAZING creations
by our Youth! The kids submitted
their cupcakes in three categories-MOST ORIGINAL,
ORIGINAL MOST DELICIOUS,
DELICIOUS
and MOST WHAT THE HECK ?!?
Dana Miller, Director of Student Ministries
If it feels like you’re going a little stir crazy after six weeks of sheltering in
place (and counting!), you’re not alone. Since the Illinois state order came
down in mid March, I have had the double whammy of not only navigating
how to serve y’all in an environment with minimal access to internet and my
normal job resources, but also closing on our home in Washington state, getting
my family out here, closing on our house here in Le Roy, and moving our stuff
out here cross country, all during the pandemic! To say that their safe arrival
on Thursday, April 16th, was an answer to prayer may be the biggest understatement of my life! We’ve been unpacking and organizing our new home
If the weather is nice we will have it in the park across
here, and by the time this newsletter arrives to you, Vonette and Stephen will
have completed their two week self quarantine. Internet has now been installed
in our new home, and our dog Fenny has made the back yard his own, chasing
rabbits out of his new domain.
Now that we know shelter in place is extended through at least the end of May,
this month will continue to be, well, a little weird. Allow me to help. First,
Loop will resume meeting (albeit virtually) via Zoom on Wednesday nights.
This will better enable us to stay connected during this time. We’ve also been
celebrating youth birthdays with surprise socially distanced celebrations
complete with cake, confetti, and bananas, and this will continue. And of
course, I will keep you updated on what will happen with VBS and summer
camps as I receive this information. The Word of God promises us that “neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:39) And yes,
that includes the coronavirus!
Finally, a big THANK YOU to everyone for such a warm welcome for my
family over the past few weeks! From meals and gifts to encouragement and
smiles, we have been overwhelmed by the welcome here! WOW!!! It has
meant so much to feel that love and fellowship as we’ve been settling in, and
we are looking forward to welcoming anyone and everyone once shelter in
place restrictions have been lifted! Our address is below. I remain committed
to being here for you 24/7 both now and after this quarantine time is complete.
I can be reached by phone at (309) 660-6907. Please let me know if I can help
you in any way!
Dana, Vonette, and Stephen Miller
206 E. Warren St.
Le Roy, IL 61752

They also had to take a picture of
themselves devouring their creations!

We received the following from Pastor Tim regarding his upcoming wedding:

Dear family and friends,
we are getting married on Saturday,
May 16, and we would love for you to be there.
But we would love it even more for you
not to get sick, so
PLEASE DON'T COME!
We are going ahead with the wedding.
If the weather is nice we will have it in the park across
from the congregational Church. It will just be us,
Pastor Bruce, and our photographer.
Later, when appropriate and safe, we
will have a reception.
We'll let you know when.
Keep safe. Follow the CDC guidelines.

Kathy Goranson and Tim Doty

Word has been received from Jan Owens that her
sister, Janeen Juvinall, has been transferred to
Heritage Manor this week for 24/7 supervision
and some therapy until her hip is well into its
healing process.
Her address is Heritage Manor 700 E. Walnut,
Room # 153, Bloomington, IL 61701 if you
would like to send her a card or note of
encouragement.
She would appreciate hearing from you!
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Pastor Annie McMillan
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Rita Vollmer, Secretary/Treasurer
leroypresbyterian@gmail.com
Kathryn Morris, Secretarial Assistant

Deacon of the Month
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28

OFFICE CLOSED

5

29

OFFICE CLOSED

Watch our Worship Video on Facebook!
12:00 - 1:00 PM
ZOOM Fellowship
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11

OFFICE CLOSED

12

OFFICE CLOSED

Watch our Worship Video on Facebook!

17

18

OFFICE CLOSED

25

OFFICE CLOSED

Watch our Worship Video on Facebook!
The traditional
Memorial Day Dinner
has unfortunately been
cancelled due to the
“Shelter in Place” order.

31

1

6

OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 PM Facebook
Prayer Video posted
6:00 PM WORSHIP &
MUSIC

13

OFFICE CLOSED

Thursday

OFFICE CLOSED

2

7

8

OFFICE CLOSED

9

OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 - 7:00 PM
ZOOM Fellowship
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OFFICE CLOSED

6:00 - 7:00 PM
ZOOM Fellowship

19

20

21

OFFICE CLOSED

OFFICE CLOSED

12:00 - 1:00 PM
ZOOM Fellowship

6:00 PM Facebook
Prayer Video posted
6:30 PM DEACON'S
MEETING

6:00 - 7:00 PM
ZOOM Fellowship

26

27

28

OFFICE CLOSED

12:00 - 1:00 PM
ZOOM Fellowship

6:00 PM Facebook
Prayer Video posted

7:00 PM
ADMINISTRATION
MEETING

2

OFFICE CLOSED

3

Saturday

1

6:00 PM Facebook
Prayer Video posted
6:00 PM SESSION

OFFICE CLOSED

Friday

30

12:00 - 1:00 PM
ZOOM Fellowship

Watch our Worship Video on Facebook!

24

Wednesday

OFFICE CLOSED

15

OFFICE CLOSED

16

22

OFFICE CLOSED

23

29

OFFICE CLOSED

30

6:00 - 7:00 PM
ZOOM Fellowship

4

5

OFFICE CLOSED

Watch our Worship Video on Facebook!

Due to the COVID-19 Virus “Shelter-in-Place”
Place” order by the State of Illinois, all in-house
in
church activities have been cancelled at least
through May 31st including all worship services and meetings. Worship videos are being posted each Sunday on our Facebook page.
Scheduled meetings listed here will be either be cancelled or held via email or ZOOM. Updates will be given as they are determined.
determin
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